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INTRODUCTION, 

J HE prindple of those directions 
in the Common Prayer Book for 
the due celebration of divine wor- 
ship, which are comprised under 
the general designation of The Rubiiic, may 
be traced to the authoritative exhortation of 
an inspired apostle, addressed to one of the 
chnrcheswhichhe had planted: "Let all things 
be done decently and in order." ( t Cor. xiv, 
40.) Nor can we observe how large a por- 
tion of the first epistle to the clmrch at. 
Corinth is occupied by directions which may, 
with great propriety, be called rubrical, with- 
out deducing from this fact the important 
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conclusion, that St Paul, the strenuoiWi 
champion of uniformity of doctrine, was 
no leas zealous advocate of uniformity of 
public worship. Fully determined to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified, 
as the foundation of his ministry among 
them, he " rebuked with all authority " 
those carnal divisions which marred the 
simplicity and violated the unity of the 
church. But, not content with thus main- 
taining the fundamental doctrines of our 
most holy faith, he proceeds to show that he 
did not deem the irregular and unseemly 
manner in which their public worship was 
conducted less worthy of severe reproof. 
Scarcely could any language more explicitly 
condemn the specious but delusive notion of 
modern times, that if we preserve the essen- 
tials of faith, modes of worship are of trivial 
importance, than the elaborate argument 
and earnest expostulations of St. Paul on 
this subject From a consideration of these 
passages in his divinely inspired writings, we 
can come to no other conclusion than that 
God the Holy Ghost intended thereby to 
teach the hearts of his faithful people the 
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important truth, that in the order and deco- 
rum of the assembliea of the saints, the pre- 
sence of the God of order (1 Cor. xiv. 25) 
would he traced ; and whilst the paramount 
object of the assembling of ourselves toge- 
ther, should be the worship of God " in 
spirit and in truth," yet even in the decency 
and regulation of divine service there is 
much that tends to the glory of God, the 
edifying of the church, and the conversion 
of the unbeliever.* 

Sucb, then, is the inQuence sttnbuted to 
external order by the living oracles of eter- 
nal truth ; for it is to the effects of external 
order alone, that the apostle here refers. 
The lightness with which such a subject is 
treated by some, can only be ascribed to a 
strange forgetfuloess of the numerous por- 
tions of Scripture which describe the church 
as a body, the very idea of which implies 
uniformity of action in the respective mem- 
bers of which it is composed. " And the 
eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no 

• Falling- down on hia face, he will worship God, 
and report that God ia in you of a truth. 1 Cor. 
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leed of thee; nor again the head to the fei 
: have no need of you." (I Cor- xii, 21,] 
Nor can any evidence demonstrate more 
dearly a sound state of mind, and a health- 

. ful condition of body, than the concurrent 
harmonious motions of the different 

pmembers, whilst contortions, however ener- 
gelk', would only betray the extravagances of 
insanity or the writhinga of disease ; just as 
when the unlearned or unbehevers coming 
into tlie Corinthian church, and observing 
that every member had a psalm, and a doc- 
trine, and a tongue, and an interpretation, 
would pronounce them mad. (1 Cor. xiv. 23, 
26.) Whilst the mistaken indifference of 
many on these subjects cannot but be la- 
mented, it is gratifying to observe that far 
more attention begins to be paid to the de- 
cency and order of public worship than the 
church has witnessed for many a year. Ru- 
hrical matters are exciting unwonted interest ; 
pior is it fit that we should be deterred from 
I due regard to ritual observances, by any 
apprehension that our cultivation of ritual 
uniformity may degenerate into n form of 
godliness apart from the power. That the 
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corrupt heart of man is not free from this 
bias, who will deny ? but the danger estendB 
even to the sacraments, which Christ hath 
ordained in his church; yet who would ven- 
ture to neglect them, because the Papist has 
turned the holy eucharist into an idolatrous 
ceremonial ? 

Important and valuable as are the works 
which have been produced on rubrical sub- 
jects, the discussions which still arise from 
time to time, sufficiently prove that many 
points are susceptible of further illustration. 
It would also appear that the rubric may not 
unfrequently be consuhed for tlio confirma- 
tion of many important points of doctrlnp 
held by the church ; a circumstance which, il 
is believed, has not received the consideration 
it deserves. And since the theory of our 
church is evidently that of complete uni- 
formity in the public services of the sane- 
tuaiy, it is hoped that any attempt, however 
humble, to point out the desirableness of 
realizing as fully as possible in practice a 
theory so beautiful, may not be unfavourably 
received. That it is neither unnecessary 
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nor untimely, the variations which are ( 
common in many churches, through cuBtom 
inadvertency, or want of information, as well 1 
as the discussions which frequently arise on | 
rubrical subjects, sufficiently prove. Some 
of these departures from the appointed 
formularies, it may be alleged, are not of 
great moment. In themselves they may not 
be so, but the principle they involve is far 
from unimportant, for it is the principle of 
conformity to order, to which, as ministers of 
the sanctuary, we are pledged by our ordina- 
tion vows. A due consideration of obliga- 
tions 80 solemn as these, will render ub con- 
scientiously scrupulous in avoiding, by every 
means in our power, all unauthorized altera- 
tions in the performance of divine service. 
And if our choice is to be made between 
two usages, one authorized and appointed, 
and the other arbitrary and irregular, there 
is surely every reason for holding to the I 
former, and avoiding the latter ; and even 4 
where we are entrusted with a discretionary j 
power, it should be our anxious study 
guided by analogy where authority is wanting. 
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SO that the sound and scriptural spirit of our 
formularies may pervade the entire public 
services of the church. 

If attention to these matters be stigmatized 
or branded with the reproach of pharisaical 
solicitude about the letter and the form, to the 
neglect of the spirit and the weightier duties 
of religion, it should be remembered that 
when our Lord reproved the hypocrisy of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, he condemned their 
observance of the more secular provisions of 
the Mosaic code, because they had given them 
an undue elevation in the scale of duty ; and 
from no intention of abrogating the least of 
those commandments, or of teaching men so. 
" These," declared Christ, " ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone." 
So, in advocating rubrical exactness in our 
public services, far be the thought of putting 
the most punctilious accuracy in the place of 
those fundamental articles of christian faith 
which are the glory and security of our Zion, 
as set forth in her authorized standards. Butin 
a house so large and noble as the visible church 
of Christ, there are many vessels, some to ho- 
nour, and some to comparative dishonour ; yet 
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those vhich are less honourable are not less 
indispensable to complete the appointments o( 
the mansion. Nor should it be overlooked t^t 
homelier appendages, in cases not a few, are 
provided to preserve, and exhibit to the great- 
( est advantage, the more important articles to 
I which they are Bubsidiary. TTie pedestal 
may be, and should be, ot inferior consider- 
ation to the breathing sculpture which it 
supports, — whose grace and symmetry are 
rendered more conspicuous from the eleva- 
tion thus aiForded; yet who wouM prize the 
pedestal above the statue? The casket is ap- 
preciated as a secure depository for the pearl 
or the diamond, and its elegant neatness may 
even add lustre to the precious stones which 
it guards; but who would throw away the 
jewels for the sale of the casket ? The great 
doctrines of salvation, for the manifestation 
and perpetuation of which God was pleased 
to constitute a church upon earth, are the 
" apples of gold'* — the ordinances, rites, bb^J 
ceremonies of the sanctuary, are the " netwoi^| 
of silver" in which they are enshrined, — exhi^ 
bited to the admiring gaze of the wise and 
prudent, but protected and preserved from 
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the grasp of the covetoiiB, the neglect of the 
careless, and the injury of the malicious. 

By due consideration of the relative im- 
portance and mutual hearing of the visible 
and invisible, the outward hody and the in- 
ward spirit — the doctrines and formularies of 
the church may respectively stand out in 
clearer light, and in more symmetrical form 
and comeliness. If these ohjects should be 
attained, even in a small degree, by the 
divine blessing vouchsafed to this little work ; 
if the scriptural and seemly order of our apo- 
stolical church, should by any of its members 
be better understood, more justly appreci- 
ated, and more uniformly followed: the labour 
bestowed upon it will be amply repaid, the 
design with which it was undertaken will be 
fully realized. Its aim has not been to bring 
forward original views on liturgical subjects, 
a presumption which the labours of so many 
eminent ritualists already before the public 
would effectually check. Its object is to ex- 
hibit, in a concise and popular form, infor- 
mation which, though by no means recondite, 
nor far removed from the usual track of ordi- 
nary readers, is either unaought, overlooked, 
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or disregarded, to the prejudice of a scrip- 
tural UQiformity of worgbip, and to the gratui- 
touB neglect of regulations, venerable for 
their antiquity, and valuable for the reveren- 
tial decorum they inculcate, and the doctrinal- 
truths they enshrine. 




APPEAL TO THE RUBRia 



in:\.E— The Book of Commyn Prayer, ^-c. 



HE title of our service-book ia 
wnot only descriptive and signifi- 
_ cant, but highly instructive, hav- 
ing obvious and direct reference 
to that important but too lightly regarded 
article of the Apostles' Creed, the commu- 
nion of saints. The figure which has been 
employed by divine inspiration to illustrate 
the condition of the church militant on earth, 
is that of a body of which Christ ia the bead, 
and the faithful are the members. And as 
nothing can more forcibly represent the in- 
timate and complete union and communion 
which subsists between the Lord and bis 
people than this familiar metaphor, so shall 
we find it to be the evident design of " God 
only wise," that this union should not only 
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really exist, but be also " known and read C^| 
I all men," It is the will of God that the ment^H 

"by 
'ly 

i 
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bers of his visible church, being baptized by 
one Spirit into one body, should not only 
with one mind and one heart believe unto _ 
righteousness, but that they should also witt 
one mouth make confession unto salvation^ 
thus glorifying the one God and Father c 
all, by the exhibition of that unity in the 
sight of all men, which lay ao near the divine 
Saviour's heart, that he made it the subject 
of fervent prayer to his Father, in the last 
hours of his tabernacling amongst us, " that 
they may be all one, that the world may be- 
lieve that thou hast sent me." ITius, the 
ehurch ia a witness to the mission of Cbris^ 
as " the prophet that should corae into t 
world,' as the Apostle and High Priest 4 
our profession, in the seemly order of its ser- 
vices, and in the harmonious unity of its mem- 
bere ; for " God is not the author of confusionj_ 
but of peace, as in all the churches of ti 
saints." (l Cor. xiv. 33.) 

That the true church, in every age, has r 
cognised and acted upon this scriptural prin- 
ciple in her arrangements for the due and 
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decorous perfonnance of divine service, is a 
fact too well established to be disputed, though 
her efForta in thus fallowing the footsteps of 
her Lord have too often been thwarted by the 
unruly wills and affections of those who are 
wise in their own conceits. In the face of 
many difficulties and conflicting obstacles, 
uniformity of worship has been secured by 
the wise provisions of the Fathers of the En- 
glish Church, to an extent altogether un- 
known before the times of the Reformation, 
not withstanding the vain boastings of Romish 
writers, who would fain persuade the world 
that unanimity in doctrine and worship is one 
of the distinguishing marks of their commu- 
nion, as the true apostolical church. While 
the liturgies of France, Britain, and Spain, 
were different from that used in Italy and 
other parts of Papal Christendom, the Church 
of England succeeded in establishing one 
uniform ritual, for the members of her body 
in every part of the world. 

The phrase Common Prayer is well calcu- 
lated to remind us of those wants, which as 
immortal spirits we share with our fellow 
men. It touches the best sympathies of c 
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nature, and forms that bond of union between 
high and low, rich and poor, the dead who are 
blessed, the dying who die, and the living who 
live in the Lord. How pleasing the thought, 
that myriads of those now worshipping in 
heaven did pour out their hearts before the 
God of their fathers in these words ; " and 
that distant friends and connexions are pre- 
senting at the same time with us the same 
petitions in oneness of principle and senti- 
ment, and in the very same " form of sound 
words," and do meet in spirit at the throne of 
grace ! Nor they only ; tens of thousands of 
voices ascend in unison from tens of thou- 
sands, who at the same time bow the knee at 
that precious name which their tongues with 
one accord confess in every prayer to 
glory of God the Father." 
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But whilst an uniform mode of publi 
worship possesses such advantages as these, 
and whilst every member of the church may 
well rejoice that " a form of sound woi 
has been by God's good providence so 
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pily established amongst us, it has never 
professed to be an everlasting ordinance, from 
which nothing is to be diminished, to which 
nothing is to be added, and in which every- 
thing is to remain unchangeable. The Pre- 
face to the Common Prayer Booli, in noticing 
some changes which took place after the Re- 
storation, lays down the principle upon which 
alterations may be made by those duly autho- 
rized and fully qualified to enter upon an un- 
dertaking of such grave importance. The 
object of such changes as expressed in this 
document are worthy of all commendation, 
;ind to secure them " we find that in the reigns 
of several princes of blessed memory, since the 
Reformation, the church, upon just and 
weighty considerations her thereunto moving, 
hath yielded to make such alterations, in some 
particulars, as in their respective times were 
thought convenient ; yet so as that the main 
body and essentials of it (as well as the chief- 
est materials, as in the frame and order 
thereof) have still continued the same unto 
this day, and do yet stand firm and un- 
shaken." 

Sucb is the exposition of the principle 
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upon which the changes then resolved upou 
after much consultation were introduced into 
the Liturgy at the review of 1661 ; and the 
pious wishea of the writers bo fervently ex- 
pressed have been realized to as krge an ex- 
tent as could perhaps be expected ; for though 
men of factious and cavilling dispositions 
have not been satisfied, yet have our formula- 
ries, as then settled, not only been " well 
accepted and apjiroved by all sober, peace- 
able, and truly conscientious sons of the 
Church of England," but by their sterling 
piety, calm but fervent devotion, and scrip- 
tural character, have won the unbiassed 
praise of many of the best and most eminent 
noncouformiats. . 

In such alterations the Church does t^fl 
more than carry into effect the provisions flil^ 
her thirty-fourth article. " Every particular or 
national church hath authority to ordain, 
change, and abolish ceremonies or rites of tlie 
church, ordained only by man's authority, so 
that all things be done to edifying." 'l"his 
principle, being borne in mind, will furnish a m 
key to the entire construction of our Liturg 
It was this principle which induced the ?em 
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rable reformers to compare the ritual of the 
Romish church with the ancient liturgies and 
the writings of the fathers, for the purposes of 
choosing the good and rejecting the evil j and 
accordingly whatever they found to be in 
conformity to the Scriptures, and to the 
usage of the purer ages of the church, they 
retained. The numerous corruptions and 
unanthorized innovations which had been in- 
troduced, after the traditions of men, and not 
after Christ, all tending to lead persons to 
worship God in formality and hypocrisy, in- 
stead of in sincerity and truth, they rejected. 
By such means was the liturgy brought to 
a close conformity with primitive models and 
with holy writ, and though not faultless, yei, 
so free from any important imperfection, as 
happily to leave for modern bands httle cause 
to attempt that arduous task of liturgical 
emendation, to which their powers are so 
little adequate, and for which the prevailing 
spirit of the times so singularly diaqualiiies 
them. Great cause have we for thankfulness 
to the Giver of all good gifts, that he was 
pleased to raise up men in the old time with 
such a spirit and wisdom for the work, that the 
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liturgy stands as a faithful witness to the 
fundamental doctrines of the everlasting Gos- 
pel, and a lasting proof of the validity of the 
claim which the Church of England makes, to 
be acknowledged as a true branch of that which 
was the Catholic church, long before Rome 
usurped and monopolized that illustrious title, 
which her corrupt heresies and sectarian si 
persutions so completely falsify. 



Concerning the Service of the Cliurch. 

One inestimable advantage secured by the 
Reformation was the publication of the holy 
Scriptures and the celebration of divine ser- 
vice in the English language. Whore it has 
been the object to " worship the Lord with a 
holy worship," the reading of his revealed 
word has ever formed a prominent feature in 
the ritual, from the time when the revelations 
of God's will by " open vision" became less 
fi'equent. " In those days" the word of the 
Lord becomes unspeakably "precious," and 
whilst an acquaintance with the Scriptures 
must always be productive of the happiest 
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results to nations as well as to individuals, 
an igDorance of those living oracles has been 
found to be proportion ably fatal. Of this a 
remarkable proof occurs iu the history of 
Josiah, the pious king of Judah. The 
bgok of God's law had long lain, neglected 
and forgotten, in an obocure corner of the 
treasury ; and the most deplorable decay of 
true religion and virtue, with the most alarm- 
ing prevalence of idolatry, immorality, and 
all ungodliness, had been the natural conse- 
quence. When the "holy, just, and true," 
precepts and statutes of the law were read 
in the ears oi' the king and people, and they 
were taught how greatly they had erred, the 
nation at large was recalled to its duty, to an 
extent unknown for many generations. Due pro- 
vision for the public reading of the Scriptures 
ranked among the foremost of the wise regu- 
lations devised by Ezra and Nehemiah for the 
restoration of the Jewish polity, after the 
captivity, and since, in the course of seventy 
years' sojourn in a foreign laud, the people 
had in a great degree lost the knowledge of 
the original Hebrew, prudent measures were 
uken to enable them to understand what the; 
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heard similar to those adopted by our vene- 
rated reformers. The Scriptures were trans- 
lated into the vulgar tongue, the language of 
the common people, to their unspeakable joy. 
The priests and Levites " read in the book 
in the law of God dintinctly, and gave the 
sense, and caused them to understand ibe 
reading, {Neh. viii, 8,) and all the people 
went their way to eat and to drink and to 
send portions, and to make great mirth, be- 
cause they had understood the words that 
were declared unto them." (viii, 12.) 

The gladness of the Jewg on this memora- 
ble occasion has an interesting parallel in 
joy displayed by our forefathers, at the 
session of the Scriptures in the Enghsb lan- 
guage. The nation which had for so many 
ages been condemned to hear, with " the 
hearing of the ear," a service which they 
could not understand, for the voice of the 
minister was as a barbarian to them, now 
beard in their own tongue the wonderful 
works of God. and hailed, with a transport 
corresponding to the greatness of the boon, 
the privilege of "going forth with the voice 
of pr^se and thanksgiving" in the dear hmi- 



10 ra- ^ 
poa^ 



APPEAL TO THE RUliltrc. 



11 



liar accents of their native land, among such 
as keep holy day. 

From the time of Ezra, the reading of the 
holy Scriptures formed an important portion 
of the Bervices of the ancient church of God, 
since there appears every reason for believ- 
ing St. James's declaration to embrace this 
early period, " Moses of old time hath in 
every city them that preach hira, being read 
in the synagogue every sabbath day." This 
wholesome ordinance of the Jewish church 
WHS perpetuated by the Christian, which 
"so ordered the matter that all the whole 
fiible, or the greatest part thereof, should be 
read over once every year," But by the 
corruptions of Rome this godly and discreet 
order of the ancient fathers " had been so 
altered, broken, and neglected, by planting in 
uncertain stories and legends, with multitudes 
of responds, verses, vain repetitions, comme- 
roorations, and synodals, that commonly when 
any book of the ]3ible was begun, after three 
or four chapters were read out, all the rest 
were unread." It was the pious care of the 
reformers to " redress these inconveniences, 
flo that the pure word of God might not be 
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iterpolated with man's inventions,but bekept 

free as possible from human alloy; and 

'hen the Scriptures were thus restored to the 

lople, their nest object was to provide that 
all might have abundant opportunity of be* 
coming thorouj^hly acquainted with those 
truths which are able to make men 
wise unto salvation. With this object, and 
for the purpose of supplying the absence of a 
vun and idolatrous worship by a scriptural 
and reasonable service, it was appointed that 
the Morning and Evening Service should be 
said daily throughout tlie year. This order 
is obsened in cathedral and collegiate 
churches, in the universities, and in some 
parishes, but has not been generally followed 
in parochial churches. The discontinuance 
of the custom, in consequence of the scanty 
attendance at those services, proves that tbi 
importance of common prayer has been ti 
much lost sight of — uniting to make our cont^i 
mon supplications to God, has been thought 
nf far less moment than assembling to listen 
to the discourses of the preacher. The pri- 
mary character of the house of God as a 
house of prayer, hae been so much overlooked 
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or forgotten, tli.it the sermon has come to be 
regarded, in the opinion of many, as an indis- 
pensable attraction. Hence the neglect of 
our prayer daysi mnch of which is to be attri* 
buted to the absence of that humble devo- 
tional feeling in those latter days, wliich pre- 
vailed in past times, Confeswion, prayer, 
and praise, are the devout exercises of the 
heart and tongae. In them, the affections 
are more especially engaged; but, in listening 
to preaching, the intcUoctual powers are more 
called into action, and this which ia more 
pleasing to the pride of man in general, is 
peculiarly congenial to the temper and dispo- 
sition of the present age. Nor are the clergy 
themselves guiltless concerning this matter, 
A scanty congregation has too often led to an 
indisposition to open the church for prayers 
only, and this tacit sanction on the part of 
[he pastor has fostered and strengtheneil 
the erroneous estimate formed by the flock of 
their religious privileges and duties. Not that 
" the foolishness of preaching " should be un. 
dervalued. God forbid, It is the appointed 
ordinance by which in his wisdom he is 
*^ pleased to save them that believe ;" but the 
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eame apostle who magnifies the importance of 
preaching Christ crucified, exhorts all who 
profess to receive hiin as the power of God 
and the wisdom of God, not to forsake the 
assembling of themselves together, as the 
manner of some is, " but to continue instant 
ID prayer, to pray everywhere, lifting up holy 
hands." 

Whether it would be expedient to revive, 
under present circumstances, the ancient 
usage of the church in this particular, may 
be regarded by many as questionable. In 
populous places, where it might be considered 
of the greatest importance, the amount of 
duty is already more than enough to overtask 
the powers of the single clergyman, to whom, 
in too many instances, the spiritual care of a 
large parish is entrusted. The attempt has, 
however, been recently made by some clergy- 
men to act in strict conformity to the direc- 
tions of the church, by establishing a daily 
service, as herein enjoined. " The curate that 
ministereth in every parish church or chapel, 
being at home, and not being otherwise reason- 
ably hindered, shall say the same (Morning 
and Evening Prayers) in the parish church or 
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cbapel wfaere be miDiatereth, and shall cause 
a bell to be tolled thereuntoa convenient time 
before he hegin, that the people may come to 
hear God'a word, and to pray with him." 
Allowing pastoral Buperintendenoe, study, and 
other professional occupations, to be consi- 
dered in many cases as reasonable hin- 
drances, it is far from improbable that had this 
regulation of the church been complied with 
more generally in past generations, many of 
the modern objections against her formularies 
would have been unheard of, or, if raised, 
would never have prevailed to any consider- 
able extent. Much of the schism without her 
pale might liave been prevented, and many of 
the minor divisions within it, might have been 
spared, and the anomalous expression of 
" going to hear a preacher" instead of going 
to worship God, would have hardly obtained 
its present currency, among persons of ster- 
ling piety and worth. 
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^^^wQ/* Ceremonies ; why some he abnlish^^ 
^^^^ and some retained. 

^^^P The principle which guided the reformers 

I in their determination to retain some ceremo- 

nies while they abolished others, is dictated 
by the moat enlightened wisdom, and founded 
on the clearest scripture authority. Those 
which were human in their origin, as well as 
burdensome for their number, superstitiouE 
in their nature, and dark or unmeaning in their 
signification, they abrogated ; those which, 
though humanly appointed, were of primi- 
tive usage, requisite for godly order and dis- 
cipline, good for the use of edifying, subser- 
Tient to the glory of God, and significant of 
Christ's heneGta to us, they preserved. After 
subjecting the mass of superstitious obser- 
vances by which the spiritual worship of the 
Most High had been adulterated, and well- 
nigh altogether reduced to empty forms and 
vain repetitions, to a scrutiny governed by 
this sound and sober principle, the worthle ss^ 
ihaff was scattered to the winds, 
le unencumbered grmn remained pure i 
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wholesome on the throughly purged floor. 
The ceremonial which the English fathers 
saw fit to establish, appears most successfully 
to keep the golden mean between that mul- 
tiplication of forms wiiich can scarcely fait to 
degenerate into superstition, and that rigid 
rejection of all seemly rites, which tends to 
irreverence firet, and thence too often to un- 
belief. Enough have been retained by our 
church to body forth unseen realities, so as 
to meet the infirmities of man's nature, whilst 
all those have been disallowed which were 
either without any reasonable signification, or 
wherein the things intended to be represented 
were so completely obscured by the signs, 
that the reality was at length lost sight of in 
the symbol. The prudent course adopted by 
the Church of England will be exemplified 
by one or two familiar instances. 

In the administration of the holy commu- 
nion, the consecration of the bread and wine 
is a significant and scriptural ceremonial, 
authorized by our Lord himself, who blessed 
the bread and gave thanks before he brake 
it Nor is this to be regarded as an act pro- 
per to Christ as Immauuel, and therefore 
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nerer to be imitated by any being inferior to 
GoA The eucharistic blessing of the bread 
on that memorable occasion was totally dif- 
ferent from that miraculous benediction which 
attested his Almighty power and Godhead by 
rendering a few loaves and small figbes, 
enough and to spare, for the hungry tboii< 
sands in the wilderness. The eucharistic 
blessing was a priestly act, and as such may 
be pertbrmed by the priests, the ministers of 
the Lord, in every age of the church. It was 
followed by St. Paul and his fellow- workers 
in the church at Corinth. "The cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the commu- 
nion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of 
the body of Christ?" (I Cor. x. IB.) By 
this act the elements are set apart &oni all 
ordinary and common uses, but their nature 
is not changed. In substance they are the 
same as before consecration, in purpose to- 
tally different, Before, the bread and wine, 
each as the "good creature of God," (I 
Tim. iv. 4,) is given "to make glad the 
heart of man, and to strengthen it." (Ps. civ. 
15.) After consecration they become the 
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appointed means of strengthening and re- 
freshing the souls of those " who duly re- 
ceive these holy mysteriea."* The doctrine 
thus inculcated, if rightly considered, is of 
the highest practical importance. It teaches 
the comniunicants that the living bread is 
separate, set apart and distinct, as the food 
of the"' inner man, the manna of the soul, 
only to be partaken in a spiritual manner; 
and, as the mere ordinary eating of bread 
and drinking of wine, however seriously and 
thankfully, " is not to eat the Lord's Sup- 
per;" so should the bread and wine dedi- 
cated to this solenni ordinance be set apart, 
and not a crumb or a drop used for the 
ordinary purposes of bodily sustentation. 
This is not blind superstition, but decent re- 
verence, and on tliis principle does the com- 
munion-rubric direct, that if any portion of 
the consecrated elements remain, it shall not 
be carried out of the church, but partaken in 
it by the ministers and communicants pre- 
sent. 

Whilst the two sacraments which Christ 
hath ordained in his church must be 
* Common Prayer, After-corani union Collect. 
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ever regarded as exalted above all other 
rites, and standing apart from them, by 

reason of their divine institution and pecu- 
liar nature, the principle of hallowed sepa- 
ration, established by the sacred ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, has by just analogy been 
extended to other parts of divine service 
and religious solemnities, where yet no direct 
scriptural precept is pleaded; as in the con- 
secration of buildings appropriated to the 
worship of God. 

That no superstitious sanctity is attributed 
to the site or materials of the building after 
conseeration, or that the worship of the 
Most High could not he duly solemnized in 
an unconsecrated structure, ia plain from the 
well-known fact that churches are frequently 
opened for divine service, under license from 
the bishop, before consecration; when all 
religious service ia held to have been as duly 
performed, and the word and sacraments 
rightly administered, as If the rite of coi 
cration had been previously celebrated. 

Nor dues this appear an iuappropriatf 
place to enter somewhat at large upon an ex- 
amination of the ritual appointed for the con- 
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aecratioD of our churches, before proceeding 
to a review of the directions for the services 
to be solemnized within the sanctuaries of 
God. This is tlie more necessary, since in 
this day of rebuke and blaspheaiy, the ofi- 
refuted calumny has been revived, and we 
are charged with superstitious folly, in our be- 
coming reverence for the earthly courts of the 
King of saints. It cannot, therefore, be un- 
timely Co show to the gainsayere and the 
uninformed, that iio indwelling holiness is 
attributed or superstitious honour paid to the 
building itself, where the living assemble to 
worship their Lord, nor to the surrounding 
cemetery where the dead sleep their last long 
sleep of the grave. Full well does our spiri- 
tual church know that no solemnities of man 
can render any one portion of the univer- 
sal earth more holy than another, as must be 
evident from her choice of the divine lays of 
David for the opening liymn of the consecra- 
tion service; pubUcly recording her convic- 
tion that " the earth is the Lord's, aud the 
fulness thereof," (P«, xxiv. 1,) aud proclaim- 
ing her faith that the Most High, who 
dwelleth uot in temples made with bauds, cau 
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sanctify with his presence the meanest roof 
under which two or three meet together in 
his name. Yet should we not be unmindful 
that the Incomprehensible did once vouchsafe 
to choose a peculiar spot, to place his name 
there as his earthly tabernacle ; and although 
he who came down from heaven to make 
known his Father's will, and to ratify a cove- 
nant established upon better promises than 
the old, declared that thenceforward, neither 
in Samaria nor in Jerusalem, should men 
worship the Father ; even he, who denounced 
the superstitious reverence of the Jews for 
the temple, would not suffer that which had 
been consecrated as a house of prayer, to be 
made a house of merchandize. {John ii- 16.) 
Actions and words of our divine Master, 
so expressive as these, may be surely deeuied 
sufficient warrant for the use of a solemn 
service in consecrating buildings to the ho- 
nour of bis holy name, and for separating 
them thenceforth from all unhallowed, ordi- 
nary, aud common uses, and dedicating them 
exclusively to his worship, in accordance 
with the usage of the ancient church, and es- 
pecially in conformity with those parts of the 
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dedication service which are compatible with 
christian worship. Nothing can, therefore, 
be more appropriate and instructive than thi; 
liret lesson, {I JCinffs viii.) whence we as- 
suredly know that confession and prayer, 
praise and thanksgiving, are acts of worship 
befitting every age of the church, though the 
oblations of whole bura [-offerings and sacri- 
fices are superseded by one all-sufflcient 
offering of the Lamb of God, whereby he 
hath perfected for ever them that are sancti- 
fied. {Heh. X. I4.) So far are the members 
of the church from being misled into any vain 
conceit of the efficacy of outward rites, how- 
ever seemly in themselves, that they art' 
properly and impressively reminded by the 
second lesson, where alone the believer's con- 
fidence must be placed, how alone their 
spirits may have access, with acceptance, to 
the presence of God. No building however 
outwardly hallowed, no service however 
solemn, can be a substitute for that new and 
living way to the throne of grace; on the 
other hand, no secluded and contemplative 
devotion, no monastic quietism, can supply 
the place of public ordinances, either as it 
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regards God's glory or man's growth in grace. 
(Meb. X. 19-27.) 

The sentiment wbich is intended to be 
cherished by such a ritual, is that reverential 
awe for the high and lofty One, whose name 
is Holy, wbicb is manifested by the most 
exalted of the heavenly host, and which so 
well becomes man, the creature of his divine 
power, the object of his providential care- 
And when the house of God has been so- 
lemnly set apart from all ordinary and pro- 
fane uses, duo care should be taken that all 
proper and legitimate methods of showing a 
decorous reverence for the place of our so- 
lemnities should he observed. As those who 
endeavour that their obedience should be 
not in the letter but in the spirit, when we 
" enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiv- 
ing, and hia courts with praise," we would 
desire, in the spirit, to put otF the shoes from 
off our feet, regarding the place where we 
stand as holy ground, and would endeavour 
to realize the presence of the invisible Jeho- 
vah, in the place where his visible honour 
dwelleth. 

In the very infancy of the christian church, 
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and in times of persecution, the upper room 
in which the faithful assembled for worship, 
was, doubtless, used also for domestic pur- 
poses, but it can scarcely be questioned that 
buildings soon came to be set apart for their 
roUgious worship, from the severe reproof of 
St Paul to the Corlnthiana, whose irregular 
and profane demeanour at the Lord's Sup- 
per led him to demand with holy indignation, 
" What ! have ye not houses to eat and to 
drink in, or despise ye the church of God, 
and shame them that have not?" {1 Cor. xi. 
32.) There is surely a place, as well aa a 
time, for all things ; and constituted as man is, 
highly susceptible of eKternal influences, it 
will hardly admit of reasonable question, that 
the exclusive appropriation of a building to 
the solemnities of religion must have a direct 
tendency to induce reverential awe in the 
mind, and promote devotional feelings in the 
heart. Association operates so powerfully as 
ft source of thought, that the very circnm- 
stance of our having the same objects around 
us, as when engaged in the pursuits and oc- 
cupations of every-day life, would necessa- 
rily tend to awaken recollections, which the 
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devout worshipper would endeavour by all 
means to banish from his mind, when enter- 
ing upon sabbath duties and sabbath privi- 
leges, leaving his worldly thoughts and earth- 
born cares at the foot of the mount of 
communion, with the patriarch's injunction; 
" Abide ye here, while I go yonder and wor- 
ship,''' 

The principle of the Church of England 
is evidently founded on juat scriptural ana- 
logy, although no express warrant for tbe so- 
lemn dedication of her sanctuaries from the 
New Testament is pleaded. But the perfect 
silence of our Lord and bis apostles as to 
any prohibition in general, and of his implied 
sanction in more than one instance, must not 
be overlooked. Various other ceremonies 
traditionally held and scrupulously practised 
by the Jews were repeatedly and severely re- 
probated by Christ, but never was a due 
veneration for the temple, as the house of 
God, coudemued, though impending destruc- 
tion already lowered over its devoted pinna- 
cles. Nor is it unworthy of remark that tlie 
final destruction of that " holy and beautiful 
house" was not accomplished till the fore- 
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(loomed signal of its desecration 'appeared, 
and the abomination of desolation, standing 
where it ought not to stand, betokened that 
the place polluted by " the vanities of the 
heathen," was no longer a befitting shrine for 
the Majesty of heaven to place hie name 
there. 

To impugn that setting apart of holy places 
by a solemn rite, which we call consecration, 
as necessarily an absurdity, if not a sin, is 
little less than calling in question the truth 
and the wisdom of the omniscient God, whose 
minute directions for the consecrating of the 
tabernacle and the temple are familiar to all. 
Can we then imagine that he wlio knew 
"what was in man," and "what the Lord 
required of bun," would have ever misled his 
creatures into the performance of acts of de- 
votion, superstitious as regarding man, and 
oflFenaive to his Maker i* That be far from 
him. Whatsoever, therefore, has been in- 
stituted by the express command of God only 
wise, cannot in itself be evil ; nor does there 
appear any danger of being too superstitious 
in following the spirit of an unabrogated 
ceremonial, thus divinely sanctioned, in a 
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matter of order, though Dot one of essendd 
faith. 

In support and justification of these and 
Eimilar ordinances of the church, vie m^ 
also refer to the minute directions given b; 
St. Paul for the conduct of the public 
ship of God. In reading the first epistle to 
the Coriutliians, we cannot but be struck 
with the large portion of that inestimable 
letter, which is appropriated by its inspired 
author to the avowed object of securing, that 
" ail thiogB might be done," in the pubHc 
services of the sanctuary, "decently and in 
order." That he should have been per- 
mitted by the Holy Ghost thus to write, is 
hardly consistent with the slight importance 
attached to the subject by nonconformists id 
general. For, although the manifold orna- 
ments and furniture of the temple were no 
longer necessary or suitable for the simpler 
ritual of the christian church, yet that a be- 
coming attention to outward appearance was 
inculcated, is evident from St. Paul's appeal 
to the sober judgment of the Corinthians on 
kindred matters; and that not merely with 
regard to their own edification, but with r^ 
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ference to the scandal which departure from 
reverential order must cause in the minds of 
others. " If, therefore, the whole church be 
come together iu one place, and all speak 
with tongues, and there come in those that 
are unlearned or unbelievers, will they not 
say that ye are mad ?" ( 1 Cor. xiv. '22.) 

Whilst, therefore, the Homaiitst attributes 
a superstitious sanctity to inanimate objects, 
by reason of the performance of religious 
ritee, and the nonconformist without scruple 
turns that into a house of merchandise on 
one day, in which on the next he worships 
the Most High, the church, as it has been 
proved, in refutation of the cavils of her 
enemies, keeping a middle course, ascribes 
no imparted holiness to the stones, the tim- 
ber, or the soil of her sanctuaries, but, in the 
spirit of scriptural usage, reservea them for 
the single purpose of divine worship, and 
thus deems themj perpetually consecrated to 
the honour of the great God and our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. 

The principles which guided the church in 
its decisions with regard to these and simi- 
lar matters are comprehensively but clearly 
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expressed in the thirtieth canon. ^^ It doth 
with reverence retain those ceremonies 
which do neither endamage the church 
of God nor offend the minds of sober 
men ; and only departed from them (i. e. the 
churches of Italy, France, &c.) in those 
particular points wherein they were fallen 
both from themselves in their ancient in- 
tegrity, and from the apostolical churches, 
which were their first founders." To what 
extent such ceremonies are to be regarded, 
not only as unobjectionable and seemly in 
themselves, but also obligatory as matters 
of established order, may be gathered from 
the judicious maxim with which the same 
canon concludes: ** Things of themselves 
indifferent do in some sort alter their natures, 
when they are commanded or forbidden by a 
lawful magistrate, and may not be omitted at 
every man's pleasure, contrary to the lavir, 
when they be commanded, nor used, when they 
are prohibited.*' 
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The Order how the Psalter is appoinied to 
be read. 

The Paalras of David by this regulation 
are appointed to he read, but the title-page 
of the Prayer-book informs us that they are 
intended to be either said or sung. For 
the latter purpose they are jmnted, thus : . 
The point thus used must not be mistaken 
for a colon referring to the reading, but for a 
musical mark, " always set down towards the 
middle of the yerae, to denote a atop or pause 
in the music there."* 

The church, by this judicious provision, 
leaves the singing or the saying of this high- 
ly delightful and important part of public 
worship to be determined by circumstances, 
though it has been supposed that so large a 
space of the service was allotted to the psalms 
with the express view to their being sung. 
In parochial congregations in general, the 
singing of the psalms with due propriety and 
effect would Ije impracticable; but that it is 
• Dr. Nicholls. 
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very preferable to revert to the aDcient me- 
thod, wherever it can be accomplished, will 
scarcely admit of any question in the minds 
of those who consider that these sacred melo- 
dies were expressly written as musical com- 
positions. By this provision the church also 
records her deliberate opinion of the value 
and importance of psalmody as an integral 
and indispensable part of the public services 
of God's house ; and whilst by the precedence 
given to the word suii^ in the title-page, it 
seems to convey an intimation that this me- 
thod is to be preferred when feasible, tacitly 
condemns the practice of those, who, even in 
the singing psalms, take no share in this 
ancient and scriptural part of divine worship, 
"Notwithstanding the unhappy disadvan- 
tage of barely saying what ought to be en- 
livened with the power of harmony,"* we may 
still rejoice that a portion of the lively ora- 
cles, ao full of devotional exercises, of conso- 
lation, of experience, of doctrine, of reproof, 
and of instruction in righteousness, has been 
ordered to he read through by the chun 
every month. They have been most jusi 
" Abp. Seeker. 
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and most beautifully described as an epitome 
of the Bible adapted to the purposes of devo- 
tion. " lu the language of this divine book, 
the prayers and praises of the church have 
been offered up to the throne of grace from 
age to age, and it appears to have been the 
manual of the Son of God in the days of his 
flesh. No tongue of man, or angel, can con- 
vey higher idea of any book, and of their 
felicity who use it aright."* 

All this may with safety be predicated of 
the Psalois as they appear in the psalter ver- 
sion, which we are herein told is according to 
the translation of the great English Bible set 
forth and used in the lime of King Henry 
VIII., and Edward VI. The propriety of 
retaining this venerable version in the liturgy, 
instead of the authorized translation of the 
Psalms in the Bible, has been questioned by 
some, and denied by others, whilst it has been 
strenuously defended by writers of great 
weight and eminence ; and, among others, by 
one of the most distinguished primates't' of 
the Anglican church, on the ground that 
*' not rendering the words of the Hebrew so 
• Bp. Home. t Abp. Seeker. 
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strictly, it gives the sense of them more intel- 
ligibly, "And," adds this pious prelate, "as 
this translation in our Prayer-books was made 
by martyrs and confessors for the Protestant 
religion, so it was with reason highly es- 
teemed by the people, and soon grew, by often 
repeating it, so familiar to thera, that chang- 
ing it for another, though somewhat better on 
the whole, would have been disagreeable to 
them," 

There is no exception to thia order for the 
daily reading of the psalms, but on those 
festivals and holydays which have proper 
psalms appointed for those particular occs- 
eions. 

In this section of the introductory matter 
of the Prayer-book, we have the rubric for 
the repetition of the Gloria patri, or doxology, 
at the end of every psalm, and of every divi- 
sion of the 119th Psalm. This frequent re- 
iteration baa been sometimes the subject of 
cavil ; but such repetitions of Glory, to the 
holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, to whom 
all tbe glory of man's salvation is most justly 
lue, can surely never be deemed vain repe- 
itions, since the wondrous Living Ones in 
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heaven above may afford at once the autho- 
rity and example for the church below, 
"which rest not day and night," in giving 
" glory, and honour, and tbanka to Him that 
sitteth on the throne," in kindred strains, 
"saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Al- 
mighty, which was, and is, and is to come," 
(Rev. iv. 8, 9.) And, as this dosology, which 
is sometimes called the lesser, is not merely 
an admirable hymn, but is likewise a com- 
pendious catholic creed — for tlie substance of 
a Chiistian's faith is to believe in God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost— should 
we not rejoice that the wisdom of the church 
has 80 interwoven it in her aervicea, as to en- 
rich them by its spiritual doctrine, and enliven 
them by its animated strains. 

The Order how the rest of holy Scrlptuiv 
ia appointed to be read. 

The directions here given, apply to the 
lessons, and to tlie collect, epistle, and gos- 
pel. In them, and in the calendar founded 
upon them, will he traced the laudable design 
of the compilers of the liturgy, whose anxi- 
ety that the whole Bible (or the greatest part 
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thereof) should be read over once every year 
in the pubhc service of the church, as that 
alone which "contaioeth all things neces- 
Bary to salvation."* Accordingly by this 
arrangement, while a very considerable part 
of the Old Testament is gone through in the 
course of the year, the whole of the New 
(Revelation excepted) is read over thrice 
annually. The selections from Kevelatioi) 
we confined to proper lessons, for certain 
holydays. Some portions of the apocryphal 
books are also read, not " to establish any 
doctrine, hut for example of life and instruc- 
tion of manners." (Art. vi.) It may be ex- 
pedient for the minister to keep fuHy before 
the congregation this marked distinction laid 
down hy the church between holy writ and 
all uninspired writings, however venerable, by 
saying before every apocryphal lesson, " Here 

beginneth the chapter of the book of 

Apocrypha, called the book oi EndesiasticttSt 
Sic," or as the case may be. We cannot 1 
carefully guard against the apocryphal writing! 
being relied on for the establishment of £ 
loctrine, especially in the present day, whej 
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prayers for the dead have been defended by a 
reference to those books. How unsafe they 
are, as a whole, for our guidance, may be 
seen by a reference to 2 Mace. xiv. 37, 
where suicide is spoken of in terms of com- 
mendation, strikingly contrasted with the in- 
corrupt simplicity of the Scriptures of truth. 

Like the Jews of old, we have the begin- 
ning of our ecclesiastical year distinct from 
that of the civil or secular. The church en- 
ters upon her year on Advent Sunday, at a 
period when, in anticipation of her gladsome 
celebration of the Lord's nativity, the first 
lessons on week-days, as well as on Sun- 
days, are taken from Isaiah, who has been 
styled the evangelical prophet, as dwell- 
ing with so much clearness and minuteness 
upon the characteristics of that kingdom 
which should be established by " a king 
reigning in righteousness, Immanuel, ^ God 
with us." For a similar reason, the first les- 
sons, irom Christmas day, through all the 
Sundays, until the close of Epiphany, are 
taken from the same book. The book of 
Genesis begins with the new year on the 
second of January, (the first having lessons 
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proper to the feast of the Circumcision,) and 
thenceforward larger or smaller portions of 
the several books of the canonical Scriptures 
of the Old Testament are read in succession, 
(except Chronicles and the Song of Solomon,) 
as they appear most calculated for edifica- 
tion. The uncanonical books, or apocrypha, 
succeed ; but of these, Esdras, the rest of 
Esther, the prayer of Manasses and Macca- 
bees, are altogether omitted. The New Tes- 
tament is begun on the second of January, 
with St Matthew and Romans ; the Gospels 
and the Acts being read in succession for the 
second lessons in the morning, and the Epis- 
tles for those at the evening service. 

Such is the ordinary course of scripture- 
reading throughout the year. The proper or 
extraordinary course is that which is ap» 
pointed for Sundays, and the different fasts, 
festivals, and holy days. We have already 
noticed the reason for the appointment of 
lessons from that prophet, whose prediction 
our Lord applied to himself at the opening 
of his ministry in the synagogue of Nazareth, 
in the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and 
Epiphany ; nor can we for a moment ques- 
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lion either the intentions or the judgment 
of the Anglican fathers in the choice of 
thoBe lessons which ho clearly point to the 
manifestation of tlie Messiah, to be a light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of his 
people Israel. Nor does the conjecture that 
Genesis is read upon Septuagesima, Sex- 
agesima, Quinquagesima, and the greater part 
of Lent, because it relates the fall and con- 
sequent corruption of the human race, appear 
unfounded. Such humbling subjects were 
"probably thought best adapted to this peni- 
tential season x but towards the approach of 
Easter, on Palm Sunday, and on Easter day," 
proper lessons are taken from those parts 
of Exodus, wherein, under the figure of the 
deliverance of Israel from its bondage in 
Egypt, and by the institution of the passo- 
ver, is represented our redemption from sin 
and death, by the sacrifice of the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world (J?eD. xiii. 8,)* 
The Sunday lessons for the rest of the year 
are chosen from the several hooks of the Old 
Testament in succession, omitting some alto- 
* Sh^pberd's ElucidatioD, i. ITU. 
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gether, and reserving Proverbs until the sea- 
son next before Advent. 

In the choice of lessons for the greater 
part of the Saints' days, we may probably 
discover a practical illustration of that im- 
portant principle of our church laid down in 
Art. ssii. — " The Romish doctrine concern- 
ing purgatorj-, pardons, worshipping and ado- 
ration as well of images as of reliqiies, and 
also invocation of aainta, is a fond thing vainlv 
invented, and grounded upon no warranty of 
Scripture, but rather repugnant to the word 
ofGod. "Some ofthe Romanists," observes 
Shepherd, "had exalted the virgin mother 
above the Son of God. This perhaps was the 
reason why apocryphal lessons were assigned 
to the Purification and Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin. It was probably upon simi- 
lar principles that the first lessons directed 
to be read on the greater part of the Saints' 
days are taken from the Apocrypha."* The 
probability here alleged for the choice of les- 
sons from the uocanonical Scriptures is strong- 
ly countenanced by the internal and circuni 
* Shepherd's Elucidation, i. ITS. 
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stantial evidence afforded by the leasons 
themaelves. They are chiefly selected from 
those books which, like Proverbs, turn so 
much upon instructioD of manners, (or morals,) 
such as EculesiasticLis and Wisdom of Solo- 
mon. And, not being used to establish any 
doctrine, they would help to distinguish be- 
tween the commemoration service for such 
righteous persona as, being only liuman, 
are to be had in remembrance simply as our 
examples, that we may be "followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises," {Heb. vi, 1-2 ;) and that devout 
homage and adoration which we pay to the 
Diviue Redeemer, on those days appointed 
for the particular celebration of the acts and 
events of his most holy life, death, and resur- 
rection, as very God of very God, though 
found in fashion as a man. If these reasons 
be well founded, this part of our liturgical 
regulations is full of instruction. Herein is 
intimated tlie deliberate opinion of the Angli- 
can fathers, as to the marked distinction be- 
tween the inspired word of Scripture and all 
other writings whatever, as well as with re- 
gard to the essential dilference between the 
E 2 
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■erviceB appointed for the cominemoration of 
the eaints of the Most High, and those i»- 
dained for the worship and adoration of (be 
Divine King of satntd himself. 

Having thus considered the general 3^ 
rangementa of our liturgical calendar, it 
remainE to notice the particular regulations to 
be observed in conformity with the following 
directions, with a view to the removal of that 
diversity of practice which prevails when i 
festival falls on Sunday, or two festivals occur 
on the same day. 

" Note, that whensoever proper paalmxor 
leauons are appointed, then the psalms mti 
tessotts of ordinary course appointed in tht 
psalter and calendar (if they be different) 
shall be omitted for that time." 

Clear as these directions appear, they leave 
no little room for diversity of practice, since 
there seems to be " some degree of uncer- 
tainty whether the first lesson, together with 
the service for the holyday or for the Sunday 
is to be read," when those days coincide. 
" Other rubrics," says Archdeacon Sharpe, 
" might be specified where the directions are 
defective, or not sufficiently clear and expreafc 
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* * * * In this and several of the other 
points alluded to, the clergy take different 

ways, and ihey may safely and honestly do so, 
for there is no room to say that any of them 
do wrong, since there is not evidence enough 
which of those ways are right." Still, as 
unifonnity 'was evidently intended by our 
liturgiats, it will be worth while to see whe- 
ther analogy can supply the lack of rubrical 
instructions, for our guidance, in our decision 
as to the first lesson and epistle and gospel, 
under the circumstances in question. 

When festivals coincide, the service for one 
is sometimes adopted to the enure omission 
of the other, or parts of each are used. 
Some read both collects, and the lessons, 
epistle and gospel, for the holyday, when 
falling on Sunday. Others omit the Sunday 
collect, and use the collect, lessons, epistle, 
and gospel for the holyday. Again, some use 
all the appointed holyday service, except the 
firgt lesson, if taken from the Apocrypha, for 
which they substitute the lesson out of the 
Old Testament In favour of this practice 
it may be alleged, that by the appointment of 
kflBons from the canonical scriptures, our 
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liturgiste intended to give greater eolemnitj to 
the services for the Lord's day than to tboee 
for saints' days, and that therpfore they neTer 
could have contemplated that the greater fes- 
tival should give way to the legger, to the 
extent of losing its distinguishing prerogs- 
tive of canonical lessons. And although ihe 
letter of the ruhric above cited may be pleaded 
for retaining the apocryphal lessonB as pro- 
per, it would appear more congenial to the 
spirit of the liturgy, that nothing should in- 
terfere with the evident design of the whole 
services to " render unto God the things that 
are GodV — to mark the distinction between 
the sabbath which God himself hath hallowed, 
and all holydays of mere human institution, 
however seemly and proper they may appear. 
Analogy would also suggest the use of botb 
collects, when a holyday falls on Sunday, 
giving precedence to that appointed for the 
holyday. This order appears more proper 
than the contrary practice of reading the 
additional collect first, as adopted by some, 
who, on the latter Sundays in Advent, place 
the collect for the first Sunday (because 
appointed to be repealed every day) before 
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those for the second, third, and fourth Sun- 
days respectively, and in hke manner use the 
collect for Christmas-day before that for St. 
Stephen's, St- John's, and Innocents' day, 
although the rubric here is explicit as to the 
order in which the additional collect should 
be said — " then shall /o/Zomi the collect of thf 
Nativity." So the rubric for the repetition of 
the Ash Wednesday collect, during Lent, 
which is directed to be said after the collect 
for the day, affords analogical evidence as to 
the order in which the additional collect 
should be used, where no express direction is 
given. The collect proper for the day should 
stand first, and an extraordinary festival should 
thus have its occurrence marked by prece- 
dence before an ordinary, though greater ; i. e. 
the collect for a saint's day should precede 
that for the greater but more ordinary festival 
of the Lord's day when they coincide ; juat 
as the collects for the lesser festivals of St, 
Stephen, St. John, and Innocents, are ordered 
to precede that for the solemn festival of the 
Nativity ; the latter being thus intended to 
characterize the whole Beason, the former 
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to mark each particular day or Sunday of Ha 
period, as in the case of Lent. 

Might not the same principle be appliedto 
solve the difficulty thus noticed by VVheatly? 
" In relation to the concurrence of two holy- 
days together, we have no directions, eitherio 
the ruhric or elsewhere, which must gi« 
place, or which of the two services must be 
used." ^fter some con si deration this emi- 
nent ritualist comes to the conclusion above 
advocated ; " I cannot but esteem the gene- 
ral practice to be preferable, which is to make 
the lesser holyday give way to the greater." 
As far as Sunday is concerned, he is clear, 
but leaves the difficulty unsurnaounted with 
regard to two concurring festivals. But what 
if the Annunciation should happen in Passion 
Week, or either that, or Saint Mark, upon 
Easter Monday or Tuesday ? or what if Sl 
Barnabas should fall upon Whit Monday 
or Tuesday i* or what if St. Andrew and 
Advent Sunday both come together ? * 
such cases, according to Archdeacon SI 
• Wheaily's lUiistrations of the Book of 
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the clergy differ in their practice, and use the 
service appropriate to that festival, to which 
in tlieir private opinion they give the prefe- 
rence.* But if analogy or internal evidence 
can help ub, in default of explicit directions, 
we may still make a much closer approxima- 
tion to uniformity, than by any fortuitous 
and arbitrary practice. Let na then enume- 
rate the Eupposable cases in order, with this 
objeci in view. 

1. The Annunciation in Passion Week. 
If felling on Monday or Tuesday, it would 
appear somewhat questionable whether the 
Annunciation should not be considered the 
greater festival, from its having a collect and 
proper lessons, whereas those days have no 
collect nor proper lessons appointed, although 
they have each an epistle and gospel. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, internal evidence 
rather preponderates in their favour, having 
proper services, except only the collect and 
afternoon second lessons ; and as to Good 
Friday, there ia of course no room for ques- 
tion, and scarcely any with regard to Easter 

• Sharp's Rubrica and Canons of the Cliurch of 
England, p. 6]. 
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Eve, which is supplied with its full comple- 
menl of services proper to the solema events 
intended to be commemorated. The inser- 
tion of St. Stephen, &c,, on the days immedi- 
ately following Christmas, may be alleged 
as authority for giving precedence to the 
Annunciation over Passion Week ; but the 
mind of our liturgists may be rather inter- 
preted in favour of the latter, when we consi- 
der their evident design in appointing an un- 
broken course of daily solemn services, be- 
ginning with Sunday before Easter, comme- 
morative of our blessed Lord's cross and 
passion, and calculated to fix out minds upon 
the great mystery of redemption by his 
blood, of the sacrifice of bis death, and of the 
unspeakable benefits which we receive thereby- 
The same reasoning will apply to the coin- 
cidence of the same festival, or that of St. 
Mark, with Easter Monday and Tuesday, 
which appear to have been considered as the 
greater solemnities by the morning proper 
lessons appointed for them, together with a 
communion service for each. 

2. St. Barnabas on Monday or Tuesday i| 
^hitsun week. In this case the thr 
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vals have each their proper lessons and com- 
munion service, but the saint's day may, per- 
haps, be deemed the lesser from having apo- 
cryphal first lessons. 

3. St. Andrew, on Advent Sunday. To 
its latter, though in an inferior degree, may 
he attributed the same right of superseding 
other festivals as would hy all be conceded to 
Good Friday, being the New Year's Day of 
the church, — the harbinger of Christmas, 
and the memorial of the second coming of 
our divine Lord in his glorious majesty as 
Judge of quick and dead. 

In all the above cases, it would seem most 
in accordance with the spirit of the liturgy 
that the saint's day should give place, hut that 
its occurrence should be marked by reading 
its collect after that for the other festival. 

As the church contemplates the occasional 
public administration of the Lord's Supper 
on week days, in the case of marriages, 
churchings, &e., provision is made for a col- 
lect, epistle, and gospel for the communion 
service, by the repetitiou of those appointed 
for the preceding Sunday, " where it is not 
in this book otherwise ordered." 
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The Calendar with the Table of Lessons. 



I After our Reformera had expunged from 

the calendar a vast number of holydays ob- 
served by the Romish Church, it may appear 
; somewhat strange that any of the names 

' should be retained, when all observance of 

1 the days had been abrogated. Wheatly as- 

I signs many reasons, apparently satiaftictory, 

why, after having ceased to be days of relir 
I gious commemoration, they still kept their 

place as " tides," or dates for legal and 
I secular purposes. The four quarter-daya^. 

I it is well known, date respectively from 

I feasts of the Annunciation, (Ladjmas or 

Ladyday,} St, John Baptist, St. Michael, and 
the Nativity. These, the reformed calendar 
still points out, as it does also the Srst of the 
half-quarter days, Candlemas, {the Purifica- 
tion.) The three other half- quarters are 
also retained in some editions of the Common 
Prayer Book, and are still remembered in 
many parts of the country under their an- 
cient familiar designations of Roodmas, the 
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May half-quarter, (so called from the iDvention, 
i. e, the fimling, of the rood or cross,) Lam- 
mas, August 1st, and Martinmas, November 
11th. 

Whilst these and a few other Romish holy- 
days are thus retained for secular objects, or 
for reasons which have long been forgotten, 
to all religious intents and purposes, their 
retention in the calendar is a dead letter. 
Our reformers, in the exercise of a prudent 
discrimination, wisely drew a marked dis- 
tinction between the persons and events of 
Scripture celebrity, and those accounted 
worthy of commemoration by the arbitrary 
and fallible award of man's judgment. These 
spurious holydays had been struck out by the 
Edwardian liturgists, but restored by the 
Elizabethan for secular convenience* sake, or 
for other reasons. No Anglican holyday re- 
mains in the calendar with an appointed 
service, which does not commemorate some 
remarkable transaction recorded in holy writ; 
except four solemn days, with services ap- 
pointed by due authority, appropriate to cer- 
tain highly important national events, which 
are thus held in perpetual remembrance. 
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Tabtei and Rulea/or the Movable and Im- 

mornhh Feasts ; together with the Days of 
Fasting and Abstinence throttghout the 
whole year. 

la the adopdoQ and institution of certain 
Bolemn days throughout the year, we aball 
discover conclusive evidence of the view3 en- 
tertained by the fathers of the Anglican 
church on some most important points of 
practical devotion. The classification of 
those days into the two principal divisions of 
feasts, and days of fasting and abstinence, in 
itself affords testimony of the strongest kind 
interwoven in the framework of the liturgy; 
and by bringing this part of her institutions 
to the test of the law and the testimony, we 
shall find that in this respect, no less than in 
others, the church " is built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone." 
In observing her vigils of humihation and 
sorrow, and in celebrating her high-days of 
joy and gladness, she " regardeth them unto 
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the Lord." She follows His divine example, 
who rejoiced with them that rejoiced, and 
wept with them that wept ; who at one time 
fasted forty daj's and forty nights, and at 
another graced with his sacred presence the 
nuptial feast at Cana in Galilee, and also 
partook in the joyous ceremonial of the feast 
of tabernacles. (John vii. 37.) She dute- 
ously acts on the principle laid down by her 
Lord, heedless of the cavils of pharisee or 
aadducee, of schismatic or sceptic, and calls 
not upon the children of the bride-chamber 
to fast in the gladsome seasons of her solemn 
feast-days, but exhorts them to be merry and 
joyful. With the word of God for her guide, 
she inculcates a due observance of times and 
seasons, and prescribes devotional exercises 
adapted to different circumstances. " In the 
day of prosperity be joyful, but the day of 
adversity consider." [Eccles. vii, 14.) And 
when times of affliction arise, or when sor- 
rowful events of Scripture history are the 
subject of commemoration, she appoints a 
ritual suited to the day of adversity. And 
whilst she would '^ judge no man in respect 
of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
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sabbath," (CoL ii. 16,) she deems herself 
sufficiently authorized, in her iostitution of 
such days of special observance, from the 
general conformity of such celebrations to the 
mind of God, and their suitableness to the 
condition of man, in this his probationary 
state of being. In his kingdom of providence 
the Almighty hath been pleased to ordain 
and constitute the alternations of day and 
night, summer and winter, cold and heat^ so 
as to minister to the aecomphahment of the 
"wonders that he doeth for the children of 
men." Should not the church then, which is 
his visible kingdom upon earth, exhibit like 
beneficial alternations with every revolving 
year? Nor is it a sufficient argument, con- 
trariwise, that the child of God, who walks 
by faith and not by sight, should pursue 
his heavenward course independently of all 
these means and appUauces of devotion. So 
long as we carry about with us a body of sin 
and death, we shall 6nd such set times and 
seasons of the highest practical utility in 
stirring up the purest minds by way of re- 
membrance. And what an attractive as- 
pect does the year thus present, when by a 
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felicitous association, its various seasons are 
identified in the mind with the cardinal 
events of our moBt holy faith. It ceases to 
be merely one of the great revolutions of 
time, marked by the perpetual and harmoni- 
ous diversities of nature, or the arbitrary 
divisions of civil society. To the churchman 
it becomes a christian year. He traces in 
every month the footsteps of his Lord and 
heavenly Master. To him, with peculiar em- 
phasis, " day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night sheweth knowledge." The 
nioon, in a far higher degree than it can be 
to any other, is God's faithful witness in hea- 
ven. He sees her regulating that great day 
of the Christian's paschal feast, the resur- 
rection day of our Lord, and through that, all 
the other solemn and festal times and tides 
throughout the ecclesiastical year. A spiri- 
tual year so diversified, in a sacred and beau- 
tiful order, how different from the barren 
sameness of the sectarian's, ever coldly revolv- 
ing in one monotonous, unvarying round, 
uncheered by any stated joyous celebration, 
unhumbled by any doleful commemoration ! 
As did'erent from the sacred calendar of the 
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churchman ib the sectarian's meagre almanic, 
marked only by eccular epochs, as is the 
landscape where the mansion, the farm, the 
factory, and the cottage may be found, but 
where the heaven-directed spire of the bouse 
of prayer is wanting to adorn and coDsecnte 
the scene. 

Easter-day, as we have already obserrcd. 
governs all the other holidays. Thia queen 
of festivals, as it was anciently called, it 
itself regulated by the full moon at the 
vernal equinox, Easter-day always being 
" the first Sunday after the full moon which 
happens upon or next after the ttventy^fiisC 
day of March, and if the full moon happent 
upon a Sunday, Easter-day is the Sunday 
after.'' But although this usage has now pre- 
vailed fur many himdred years, the practice 
of the christian world long differed in this 
point In the second century the eastern 
churches kept the paschal solemnity on the 
fourteenth day of the first sacred Jewish 
month, whatever might be the day of the 
week, whereas, in the west, the night before 
the anniversary of the reeurreetion vi-as ob- 
•emd as the paschal commemoration, and 
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thus the remembrance of our Lord's cruci- 
fixion was connected with his victory over 
the grave. These different practices formed 
a fi-uitful source of controversy until the 
Council of Nice, in 825, decreed that the 
feast should be kept by all churches on the 
same day, and by this decision, secured uni- 
formity so far as to induce all churches to 
celebrate Easter only on the Lord's day. 
Yet as the several churches did not at all 
employ the same cycle in their calculations, 
Easter was not uniformly kept on the same 
Sunday, until the year 729, when the disputes 
which had agitated the churches of Gaul and 
Britain were finally settled, and the paschal 
festival was observed according to the method 
of calculation now set forth in the Common 
Prayer Book. 

By this we perceive that the church ever 
intended this festival to be identified with 
the reaienibrance of the Jewish passover, 
which was uniformly celebrated on the four- 
teenth day of their first ecclesiastical month, 
Abib or Nisan, {E,vod. xii. 6,) And thus 
does she teach her members to keep in con- 
tinual remembrance that glorious and fuuda- 
Y 1 



nine 59 

in and sacrifice 
|r)oriou8 doc- 
lion from the 
«im« time, for 
fh he not en- 
u itself, to 
I-.- mere fact 
(.f Easter, 
iir-e to thff I 

■ 11, and the" ] 
pledges th* 

Z'^tual avowal 
•rnind fundfr- 
1 ■ pillars c 
' ihe liv 
I whoa 
' for 1 
M justific 
I Mtitution of 
'I.L- i»Iaco of 

■ -' Tfnjdy to 

■ralogOUB 

ii.iinicisioa,yj 



i wrought 



58 APPEAL TO THE RUBRIC. 

tnental truth of our roost holy faith, explicitly 
declared by St. Paul, Christ our passover it 
Bacrificed for us. {I Cor, v, 7.) It is anight 
greatly to be remembered tbroughont all 

generations, when our Lord, about to be 
offered up, as the true paschal Lamb of God 
for the sins of the whole world, in eating the 
passover instituted those holy mysteries o( 
the communion of his body and blood, " as 
a perpetual memory of that bis preciooB 
death, until his coming again." The Jewish 
passover was celebrated with rites suitable to 
the typical and shadowy character of the 
ceremonial law, to the ever- recurring sacri- 
fices offered by a changeable and successional 
priesthood. The christian passover is ob- 
served with rites suitable to the substantial 
realities of that "grace and truth whieb 
came by Jesus Christ," to that one offering 
once for all, whereby he, who was at one and 
the same time priest and sacrifice, hath for 
ever perfected them that are sanctified — suit- 
able to that unchangeable priesthood which 
he holds, who was ordained with an oath an 
high priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chisedek. (//e6. vi. 20.) And this fuU, per- 
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feet, and all-sufficient oblation and sacrifice 
is closely connected with the glorious doc- 
trine of our Lord's resurrection from the 
dead, commemorated at the same time, for 
if Christ had not risen, then hath he not en- 
tered into the heaven of heaven itself, to 
make intercession for us. But the mere fact 
of the celebration of the feast of Easter, 
year by year, without any reference to the 
Scriptures appointed for the occasion, and the 
truths plainly set forth thereby, pledges the 
Church of England to the perpetual avowal 
and maintenance of those two grand funda- 
mental doctrines which bear up the pillars of 
the house of God, the temple of the living 
God, as expressed by St Paul, when he 
writes of him, "who was delivered for our 
offences, and raised again for our justifica- 
tion." The very fact of the institution of 
this festival, its appointment in the place of 
the Jewish pasaover, which was ready to 
wax old and vanish away, (just analogous to 
baptism coming in, in place of circumcision,) 
and its observance at the particular season of 
the year, are so many safeguards wrought 
into the very fabric of the Anglican church, 
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for the maintCQance of the great ecriptupe 
doctrine — justification by feith in the atoning 
sacrifice of a crucified, risen, and ascended 
Saviour. Thus, when rightly considered, 
not only are the wonderful events which this 
festival commemorateB, full of instrucdoD 
and comfort, but the period at which it is ce- 
lebrated adds force to the instruction, and 
thus deservedly does Easter take precedenw, 
as the centre of the ritual system round 
which the others all revolve, and whose law 
they all obey. 

It would be easy to show that the portions 
of Scripture appointed for this festival abun- 
dantly prove the principle now contended for, 
but that would be beside the purpose of this 
essay, whose object is not to attempt anv 
exposition of these impressive and appro- 
priate portions of holy Writ, as illustrative 
of the events commemorated by the different 
holidays, but rather to elucidate the doctrines 
of the church by the mere fact of the ob- 
aervanee of such days from the earliest ages, 
and by the periods respectively appointed 
for these sacred anniversaries. 

We may trace the further devolopement 
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of this principle, by a brief analysis of the 
tables now under consideration, beginning 
with the moveable feasts and holidays. The 
first-mentioned of these, after that of Easter, 
is Advent Sunday. This very word advent 
is full of instruction and comfort. Its ap- 
pearance in the calendar touches a string 
which vibrates to the inmost recesses of 
christian hope. It breathes of immortal 
honours, and everlasting triumphs to the 
faithful followers of the Lamb. It is asso- 
ciated with that hope, full of immortality, 
which pours balm into the heart bleeding 
from the stroke which severed the dearest 
and most cherished ties. It bids the christian 
mourner not to sorrow even as others which 
have no hope ; for if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, "even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus, will God bring with him," 
(1 Thesa. iv. 13, 14,) when he shall come 
again with power and great glory. It ad- 
monishes the persecuted and oppressed " to 
be patient unto the coming of the Lord ;" 
(James v. 7 ;) and it reminds the Ciiristian 
of that perfect consummation and bliss which 
be Bhall enjoy, when the " vile body " shall 
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be raised horn the dust of death, and be 
made like unto Christ's glorious body, k- 
cording to that mighty working whereby tiie 
second Adam will exalt our nature to s 
higher degree of dignity and happiness than 
that which the first man Adam forfeited ]n 
his disobedience. 

Our attention is next directed to Septuft- 
gesima and the following Sundays, all which 
have reference to the commemoration, at 
the season of Lent, of our Lord's fast of forty 
days and forty nights. It may here be ob- 
served that Quinquagesima is sometimes dis- 
tinguished as Shrove Sunday, from the oli! 
English word shrive, indicating the custom, 
in the Romish church, of confession on the 
part of penitents previously to their being 
absolved or shriven on Shrove Tuesday, tbat 
they might be thereby prepared for the 
ensuing penitential season. But whilst the 
Church of England has abolished this with 
many other superstitious practices of Popery, 
she distinctly recognises, by the perpetuation 
of the Lenten fast, as well as by the appoinl 
ment of other vigils and days of abstim 
the scriptural doctrine of set. times of 
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miliation before God for particular trans- 
gressions, or for sin in general. Fasting 
itself is commended to the members of 
Christ's body, as a devotional exercise, suit- 
able and necessary, under the express sanc- 
tion and by the divine example of his Lord ; 
and although there is no time specified for 
the observance of this duty in holy Writ, 
there appears mucli propriety in that ordi- 
nance of the church, which identifies its great 
annual fast with the forty days' fasting of 
our Saviour, and fixes it for that season of 
the year which makes it an introduction to 
the period when his passion and resurrection 
are commemorated with all solemnity. That 
seasons of humiliation and abstinence have 
been perverted by a corrupt church to the 
purposes of superstition, delusion, and hypo- 
crisy, is no argument against their proper and 
enlightened use. In this, as in many other 
instances, alarmed at the dangers of a su- 
perstitious formality, persons have run into 
the opposite extreme of a self-sufficient con- 
tempt of ordinances. And although we do 
not seek to allege scriptural authority for the 
appointment of particular days or seasons of 
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humiliation, yet if it be admitted that thiskiad 
of devotional exercise is approved and saiw.- 
tioned in the written word of God, (and tlus 
none can deny,) the power of the church B 
appoint such set times for its perfonnanoe 
must be sufficiently clear. Such appointmat 
comes within the provision of Art. xxxit, 
which vindicates the competency of " everj 
particular or national churcli to ordaiOi 
change, and abolish ceremonies or rites of 
the church ordained only by man's autho- 
rity, EO that all things he done to edifying. 
That there is a way to fast, so as to ren- 
der it a reaaonable service to God, who i? 
a spirit, cannot be doubted by the believer 
in Scripture, (evidenced as it is by the direc- 
tions given by our Lord to bis disciples for 
their guidance in this matter,) so that we avoid 
the affectation and ostentatiou of the formal- 
ist and the hypocrite. When, therefore, as 
the same Article provides, " nothing is or- 
dained against God's Word," in those ordi- 
nances, which the church has made within 
Bucb just Hmits, it becomes her members 
more seriously to consider their duty in this 
matter than many have been accustomed to 
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do, from want of reflection, or from an undue 
exercise of private judgment, forgetful of the 
express prohibition of our church's articlesi 
" Whosoever, through his private judgment, 
willingly and purposely doth openly break 
the traditions and ceremonies of the church, 
which be not repugnant to the Word of God, 
and be ordained and approved by common 
authority, ought to he rebuked openly, (that 
others may fear to do the like,) as he that 
offandeth against the common order of the 
church, and hurteth the authority of the 
magistrate, and woundeth the weak brethren." 
The principle thus laid down in these con- 
stitutions of our church, and acted upon in 
the liturgy, is expounded in the Homilies, 
and applied to the subject now under consi- 
deration, in the second part of the Homily 
on Fasting : *' No constitution or law made 
by man for things which of their own proper 
nature be mere indifferent^ can biud the con- 
science of christian men to a perpetual ob- 
servation and keeping thereof, but that the 
higher powers have full liberty to alter and 
change every such law and ordinance, either 
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ecclesiastical or political, when time and place 
shall require." All regulations, therefore, 
civil as well as eccleBiastical, thus loiui^ 
" ought of all christian subjects with rever- 
ence of the magistrate to be obeyed, not only 
for fear of punisbment, but a/so, as the apos- 
tle saith, far conscience sake" But whilst 
a ready compliance with such ordinances if 
demanded on these high scriptural grounde, 
there are not arguments wanting to prove 
that an enlightened obedience is meet and 
right, as well as a conscientious siibmission, 
our hounden duty. In this invaluable anil 
authoritative document, the general principle 
of good works is briefly but most compre- 
hensively expounded, and then applied so 
pertinently and so happily to the duty of 
fasting in particular, that we cannot too 
thankfully receive so satisfactory an exposi- 
tion of the doctrines of our church oa this 
important point, nor too earnestly endeavour 
to impress them upon ourown hearts, as well as 
upon thoseofevery member of our communioa 
" Grace," saith St. Augustine, '* belongeti 
to God who doth call us, and then hath he 
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good works, whosoever received grace, (^"g. 
de Diver. Qiuest. ad SitnpL lib. i. quest. 28.) 
Good works, then, bring not forth grace, but 
are brought forth by grace. The wheel saith 
he turneth round, not to the end that it may 
be made round, but because it is first made 
round, therefore it tumeth round. So no 
man doth good works to receive grace by his 
good works, hut because he hath first re- 
ceived grace, therefore consequently he doth 
good works." 

Such, then, are the principles upon which 
the church has established set seasons of 
fasting, abstinence, and humiliation, but 
without specifying the particular methods or 
extent to be observed in abstaining from meats 
or drinks on such occasions. On these 
points of detail every individual should be 
fully persuaded in his own mind. Now, al- 
though the subject has been treated in more 
immediate connexion with the great yearly 
fast, it will be sufficientlyevidenttbatthe prin- 
ciples laid down in the authorized standards 
of the church, and the observations deduced 
from them, will apply to all other days set 
apart with similar objects in view, whether 
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^^^B TalB, the Ember-daya, the Ilogatton-daya, or 
^^^^ 4dl the Fridays in the year, except Christmn- 
^Hday. 

^^" With regard to the vigil or eve, it may be 
I considered as a kind of preparation dav fw 

the festival followipg; but not to be observed 
I if that festival should fall on a Mondaj-, be- 

I cause the humiliation proper to the \iril 

U would be inappropriate to the weekly festival 

^^^L of Siiuday ; hence the rubric, which ordain 
^^^B iTi those cases the vigil to be kept on die 
^^^1 Saturday preceding. 

^^^1 The first of the Ember Days are governed 
^^B by Lent, being the Wednesday, Friday, and 
1^^^ Saturday following Quadragesima Sunday. 
The next arc in the Whitsun week ; the third 
and fourth about the middle of September and 
I December respectively. The title given to them 

I by our ritualists will explain their institution 

in a great degree, and the etymology of the 
word, the nature of the observances by which 
they were anciently celebrated. It appears 
evident that these days were originally ap- 
pointed to be observed for imploring the 
Measing of Almighty God on the produce of 
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the earth by prayers and fasting, following per- 
haps the spirit, without adhering to the letter 
of the Lev itical institutions, which required 
the Hebrews to appearhefore the Lord three 
times in a year with their prayers and obla- 
tions. The institution of these days, then, 
directs our thoughts to the merciful and 
bounteous providence of God, who crowneth 
the year with bia goodness, at the four sea- 
sons of spring, summer, autunm, and winter, 
when the fruits of the earth are sown, grow, 
ripen, and sustain man and beast. And how 
rightly are we reminded that the manifold 
works, which we cannot but admire, are all 
made by him in wisdom — that his riches fill 
the earth, and that all wait upon him, that he 
may give them their meat in due season, — 
and that therefore the creature whom he 
hath endowed with a reasonable soul, as well 
as animal hfe, is hound to praise the Lord of all 
his mercies while he bath any being. 

But whilst the Christian was thus taught 
to acknowledge the plenteousness of God's 
bounties in the early ages of the church, he 
confessed himself unworthy of the least of them 
1^ — whether of creation or redemption, of 
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providence or of grace, by sprinkling asheson 
hb head, and by eating no food until night, 
and then only cakes baked, under the m- 
iers, or ashes. The Ember days are not, 
however, distinguished ia the reformed 
calendar by any proper office, beyond two 
collects vphich refer exclusively to the ordi- 
nation of the ministers of Christ's cbureh, 
which in former times usually took place al 
the ember seasons ; and although it may have 
been found expedient to depart &Dm tluc 
custom on some occasions, there can be IH 
doubt of the propriety of following the pri- 
mitive apostolic usage in connecting the ordi- 
nation of the clergy with seasons of fasdng 
and special prayer, in conformity with the 
example of the apostles at the ordination of 
Paul and Barnabas, (Jcis xiii. 4,) when they 
were acting under the plenary influence and 
express dii-ection of God the Holy Ghost 
This fact, if all others were wanting, is 
abundantly sufficient to attest the importance 
of scriptural fasting, and its suitableness to 
such weighty occasions as the ordination of 
"persons to serve in the sacred ministry of 
the church," 
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The Three Rogation Days occur next in the 
enumeration, and aie fixed for the Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday before Holy Thurs- 
day, or the Ascension of our Lord, The 
litanical processions which anciently formed 
part of this solemnization, were all abolished 
at the Reformation, and the name of Roga- 
tion Days was retained without any special 
service being appointed, though four homi- 
lies are provided, from which may be clearly 
gathered the design of the Church in requir- 
ing those days still to be observed, as seasons 
of humiliation for sin, and of particular re- 
membrance of God's bountiful provision for 
his creatures. We still pray, in our public 
service, that God would be pleased to blesa 
and preserve the kindly fruits of the earth, 
so as in due time we may enjoy them; but 
when our prayers are answered, and he 
crowneth the year with his goodness, how slow 
are we to imitate the wholesome example of 
ourforefathers, in adoptingevery significant and 
legitimate means of paying our vows to the 
Most High ! "That all good things come from 
God," is the proposition which the Homily 
c. Rogation weeks is intended to demon- 
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etrate, in a manner remarkable for sound, close, 
and comprehensive reasoning; proving, "firet, 
that all good things come down to us from 
above, from the Father of light ; eecondly, 
that JesuB Christ, his Son and our Saviour, is 
the means by whom we receive bis liberal 
goodness ; thirdly, that in the power and 
virtue of the Holy Ghost we may be made 
meet and able to receive his gifts and graces." 
When thus appropriately the church comme- 
morates the creative power and superintend' 
ing providence of the Three-One God, at the 
springtime of the year, she appears to walk 
forth amidst the beauties and bounties of 
creation, in duteous obedience to the gentle 
invitation of her spouse and her Lord — " Rise 
up, my love, my fair one, and come away, for 
lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone: the flowers appear on the earth; the 
time of the singing-birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land." 
{Song Sol. ii. 10, II, 12.) With no lees 
beauty than truth are our thoughts directed 
to the ail-pervading power and goodness of 
God as a contemplation peculiarly appropri- 
ate to this season of the year : — " If bis esp{ 
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cial goodness were not everywhere present, 

every creature should be out of order, and 
no creature should have his property wherein 
he was first created. He is, therefore, invi- 
sible everywhere, and in every creature, and 
fulGlteth both heaven and earth with his pre- 
sence ; in the fire to give heat ; in the water 
to give moisture ; in the earth to give fruit 
in the heart to give his strength ; yea, in our 
bread and drink is he to give us nourishment, 
where without him the bread and drink 
cannot give sustenance, nor the herb 
health," 

Another great object in the appointment 
of the Rogation Days, was the due preserva- 
tion of the rights of property, by connecting 
the yearly perambulations round the bounds 
of the parish or township with religious ob- 
servances. The fourth part of the homily is 
an exhortation to be delivered on those occa- 
sions, and the exordium furnishes a compen- 
dious summary of the objects contemplated 
by the perpetuation of these rogation solem- 
nities in the reformed church. " We be 

• First Part of Ser. for Rog. Week. 
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now assembled together, good christian 
pie, most principally to laud and thj 

Almighty God for his great benefits, by 
holding the fields replenished with all mam 
of fruit, • * * and partly also to make our 
humble suits in prayers to his fatherly Provi- 
dence, to conserve the same fruits in sending 
us seasonable weather. * * * Yet have we 
occasion secondarily given us in our walks on 
those daysi, to consider the old ancient bounds 
and limits," " that no one remove the ancient 
bounds which their fathers have laid." (pnw. 
xxii. 25.) Thus careful were the venerated 
fathers of the Church of England to impress 
upon the people an abiding conviction of the 
goodness of God as the ultimate source of 
all the temporal as well as of all the spiritual 
blessings which man enjoys, and thus did thai 
teach them " in all their ways to acknowledj 
Him" who giveth rain from heaven and fri 
ful seasons, in "whom we live and move am 
have our being ;" and to " do all to his glory, 
whether lying down or rising up, — whether 
sitting in the house, or walking by 
way." 

All the Fridays in the year are next earn 
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merated amoog the days of fasting and absti- 
nence. Friday, aa the day on which the 
cross and passion of our Lord are commemo- 
rated, has been no doubt chosen in preference 
to any other day in the week, and is there- 
fore thus enjoined to be observed througliout 
the year, unless Christmas should fall on this 
day, and then the fast merges in the festival. 
In turning to the Table of Feasts, we 
shall observe first in the list of these holy- 
days all the Sundays in the year, a perpetual 
testimony of the veneration with which our 
scriptural church regards Ood'a primordial 
institution of one day in seven, as a season 
of holy rest. The importance of keeping the 
sabbatical institutions in perpetual remem- 
brance through alt generations, is further 
observable in the appointment of services 
proper to the respective Sundays of the 
ecclesiastical year. Every reason which the 
Jewish church had for observing ibis weekly 
festival, applies to the Christian with accumu- 
lated force. If the Jew felt that it was a 
reasonable service in him to cease from his 
ordinary works during one-seventh portion 
of his time, because Ood rested &om his works 
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of creation on the eeventh day and hallowed 
it, surely the Christian is no less strongly 
bound to hallow the day on which Christ com- 
pleted the glorious work of redemption by 
rising triuniphantly from the grave, and thus 
"opening the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers." The silent but espressive lan- 
guage of the church, in the institution of her 
sabbatical services, will be thankfully recog- 
nised and devoutly regarded by every faithful 
worshipper, " This is the day which the 
Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad 
in it." (Ps. exviii. 24.) 

The other holydays commemorate some 
great event in our Saviour's incarnation and 
sojourn upon earth, or some other remarkable 
transaction in the lives of the apostles, evan- 
gelists, and saints of God, as recorded in the 
New Testament. Nor, when we reflect how 
prone our fallen nature is " to let slip the 
things we have heard," shall we deem this 
the least among the many proofs of the wisdom 
of our liturgists, which the formularies of our 
church supply. Alive to the deceitfulnees of 
man's heart, and at the same time aware of 
the far more powerful impression made upon 
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the mind by the exhibition of great truths 
embodied ia action, than when merely de- 
clared in precept, they thought fit to present, 
as it were to the eye, at the stated seasons every 
year, the fundamental doctrines of our most 
holy faith, in the devout commemoration of 
those events which embody them. The 
transactions in connexion with the incarnation 
of our Lord will be thus found each to bring 
forcibly before us some fundamental arti> 
cle of christian belief. The Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin attests at once the 
truth of prophecy, " Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive," (/sa. vii, 14,) and the immaculate 
holiness of the infant Immanuel, — " that holy 
thing which shall he bom of thee, shall be 
called the Son of God." (Luke i. 35.) It has 
been well observed, that this festival, together 
with that of the Purification or the Presenta- 
tion, although " they have some relation to 
the Virgin, do yet more peculiarly belong to 
our Saviour," the latter, like the Circumcision, 
exhibiting ttie holy child, though God with us, 
as man, obedient to the law for man, and ful- 
filling all righteousness ; nor can we read the 
appointed services for both these days with- 
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out remarking how carefully the Church < 
England has jiuarded against the superstitioui 
notions inculcated by ihe Roman church witi 
regard to the Virgin Mary. Our church do< 
not fear to designate her by the title ofbleesedf^ 
for in this her joyful anticipation is fulfilled 
when she sang, "all generations shall call me 
blessed ;" hut most studiously has the church 
avoided everything that might be perverted 
into an undue homage to the mother of our 
I Lord, lest any should give to a mortal the 
honour due to God alone, and worsliip the 
creature more than the Creator, as the 
Papists are taught to do in their ignorance ;• 
whilst we are instructed to regard her, as tb^'4 
word of truth describes her, as highly fa- 
voured of the Lord, and blessed among 
women as the motlier of the Saviour of man- 
kind, hut as nothing more. 

It would be altogether superfluous to dwi 
upon those grand fundamental doctrines whiel 
are familiar to all, as illustrated in the events 
commemorated at the festivals of Christmas, 
Epiphany, Easter, Whitsuntide, Ascension 
Ddy, in Passion week, on Good Friday, and 
on Trinity Sunday. Nor will it he necessary 
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to dilate upon the other feativala, further than 
to remark the testimony which their perpe- 
tuation in the Anglican Church bears to the 
judicious principles which guided our re- 
formers in retaining those holydays of the old 
ritual which might minister to the edifying 
of the members of Christ, and in abrogating 
those which could scarcely fail to have a 
contrary tendency. It will be observed that 
those holydays for which services are ap- 
pointed in our liturgy, are reslrieled exclu- 
sively to the trausactions and the worthies of 
scripture history. John the Baptist is com- 
memorated as the harbinger of the gospel 
dispensation ; the apostles as the immediate 
followers of Christ — eye-witnesses of his 
miracles, and ministers of bis word; the 
evangelists as the companions of the apostles, 
and as writers inspired by God, the Holy 
Ghost, to record the wonderful events of the 
New Testament history. And if we extend 
our inquiry further to the ranks of the noble 
army of martyrs, we find amongst those of 
whom the vporld was not worthy, St. Stephen, 
the first martyr for the testimony of Jesus, 
and the Innocents as sufferers through the per- 
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. Becution aimed at the life of the infant King ot 
' the Jews by the blind fury of a trembling tyrant. 
On Ail-Saints Day we are forcibly reminded of 
that comfortable article of our faith, the Com- 
munion of Saints — the unity of the body of 
Christ in earth and in heaven — the identity of 
the church militant and triumphant. So St 
Michael and all Angels illustrates the belief 
of the church in the agency of those exalted 
intelligences, as ministering spirits sent forth 
to minister to them that shall be heirs of sal- 
vation, and her contident expectation of the 
glorious day, when the accuser of the bre- 
thren shall be finally cast down, and there 
shall come salvation and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God and the power of his 
Christ. {Rev, ^11- 10.) We next come to 
those national holydays whicli the church has 
appointed, on the principle laid down in Art. 
xxxiv., in commemoration of such important 
events in the history of our country, consi- 
dered as a christian state, as the Popish plot, 
the overthrow of the monarchy, the auspicious 
restoration of our ancient constitution in 
church and state, and the accession of our 
sovereigns, solemnly sworn to maintain both 
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in all their integrity. In these, we are taught 
devoutly to acknowledge national mercies and 
deliverances, and to deplore national sins, 
negligences, and ignorances — to place upon 
public record our national responsibility to 
Him, who is King of kinga and Lord of 
lords, and our national belief in hia superin- 
tending Providence, and in his righteous 
judgments. Such, and so great, are the prin- 
ciples asserted in the appointment of these 
national holjdays — principles which the lati- 
tudinarian, the sceptic, and the infidel repu- 
diate and abhor, but which must commend 
themselves to the approbation of Christians of 
every name who fully believe and fearlessly 
avow, that " doubtless there is a God that 
judgeth the earth." 

On the same scriptural principle of belief 
in the providence of Almighty God, as over- 
ruling and directing the affairs and visiting 
the sins of nations, as such, in this life, (for 
in a future state na/ioKs have no existence,) 
does the chnrch provide for the appointment 
of extraordinary days of humiliation or 
thanksgiving on great national occasions. 
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Long, therefore, may ' such offict>8 as tbm 
enrich our lilurgVi — long may they Temahi » 
monumeDts of national fealty to the Majestt 
of Heaven — of obedience to his laws, andrf 
confidence in His Almighty proteclion; loM 
may we " keep and do thetn, for this is did 
wisdom and our understanding ia the sij 
of the nations, which shall hear all these 
statutes and say, Surely thia great nation is 
a wise and understanding people.** {Deat. 
iv. e.) 

The order for Morniru) and Evening Praytr 
to be said daily throughout the year. 

In appointing two set times, every day. 
for the public worship of Almighty God, the 
church has ehown a hecomiug reverence in 
His own divine ordinance of old ; " for this 
was made a statute for Israel, and a law of tb« 
God of Jacob, {I'a. Isxxi. 4,) that his people 
should approach the place which he had 
chosen to put his name tiiere, with their 
prayers and oblations twice every 
"Thou ahah offer upon the altar two 1 
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I of the first year day by day continually; the 
j. one lamb thou Bbalt offer in the morning, and 

!the other Iamb then shalt oSer at evening.' 
{EtDod. xsix. 3fi, 39.) And although the one 
t oblation which the Lamb of God made once 
i for all when he offered up himself, superseded 
I the oblations under the old covenant, yet the 
spirit of this, God's ancient institution, way 
. preserved by the apostles and primitive 
Christians, in the observance of the set hours 
of daily public prayer. It was at the third 
hour of the day (i. e, nine o'clock) that the 
Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Ghost was 
vouchsafed to the assembled apostles, and it 
was at the ninth hour (i. e. three o'clock) 
that Peter and John went up together into 
the temple, at the hour of prayer, (.^c^s ii. 
15, and iii. I.) Thus, the two solemn limes 
of public devotion according to the Jewish 
ritual, came to he observed in the Christian 
Church, but we find that a third was added at 
a very early period, which is thus accounted 
for by the most eminent ritualists: — "As 
some devout Jews bad a third hour which 
they devoted to prayer, namely, our twelve 
o'clock, when they retired to some closet, or 
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other secret place, as we see in the example 
of Peter, who went on the houGe-top to pray 
about the si^th hour; {Acts x. 9:) so the 
primitive Christians turned this hour, which 
was formerly voluntary, into a settled hour of 
public devotion."* Other hours of stated 
prayer were subsequently added, until at 
length the seven canonical hours, as they are 
called by the Church of Rome, came to be 
established by authority in that church.-t" 

" The Church of England, at the revision 
of our offices in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth, only prescribed public worship in the 
morning and evening; and in making this 
regulation she was perfectly justiSed; for 
though it is the duty of Christians to pray 
continually, yet the precise times and seasons 
of prayer, termed canonical hours, do not rest 
on BTiy divine command : nor have they ever 
been pronounced binding on all churches by 
• Dr. Nlcholls. 

+ The canonical hours were, 1. Matins, (divided 
into two parts, viz. the nocturn and matin laiids ;) 
S. Prime, or the first hour ; 3. The third 

l; 5. The ninti hours; 6. Vespers; T. Ci 

[ pline, or completorium. — Palmer's Origines Lil 

I gicB, vol. i. 203, 204. 
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any general council : neither has there been 
any uniformity in the practice of the Chris- 
tian church in this respect. Besides this, the 
churches of the Alexandrian patriarchate, 
which were founded by the holy evangelist 
Mark, only appointed two public assemblieB 
in the day." * 

In thuareverting to apostolic usage, found- 
ed on an express appointment of Almighty 
God himself, in the Jewish Church, for the 
times and seasons of public devotion; the 
Church of England affords a most striking 
proof, that her claim to be regarded as built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone, is no vain-glorious boast She 
thus also records her testimony as to the im- 
portance of public prayer, as a divinely-ap- 
pointed means of calling down unmerited 
blessings from our Heavenly Father, and of 
averting the deserved judgments of our justly- 
offended God. Fully relying upon his pro- 
mise " to hear the petitions of those that ask 
in his Son's name," and believing that "where 
two or three are gathered together in that 
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adorable name, he will ^ant their reqi 
by establishing a regular daily service, 
not only eecures an inestimable privily S 
her members, but also discharges a moslini- 
portant part of her office, as the chosen 
nees of ihe truth of God among the natimic' 
the earth. 

But whilst the apostolical usage of &t 
primitive Christian Church, and the di™ 
appointment in the Jewiah, have been tha 
faithfully observed, as to the two soletm 
times of public worship, in the morning and 
evening of every day, the particular houi 
has been left to be fixed,* so aa to render it 
most convenient for ihe minister and people. 
Two set times are thus appointed for the 
daily worship of Almighty God " in the 
sembly of the saints," without the most rt- 
mote intention of superseding the solemn 
duty and sacred privilege of private devotion 
in their own dwellings, for " certainly the 

• She hath left the particular hours to the 
ministers that ofBciate, who considering- every onr, 
own, and his people's circiimatanceB, may ap- 
point such hours for morning and evening prayei 
ue ghall judge to be most proper and convenient. 
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Church of England did not intend that her 
children should offer the sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving only in the morning and 
evening, when she appointed those seasons 
for public worship." Nor does this prevent 
the opening of the church for a third service 
on Sundays, for the accommodation of the 
people in populous places, so as to afford 
greater facilities for persons of every class to 
attend the public service of the sanctuary 
twice on the Lord's day. 

% ^it mainfns atitt rbtning fXRs^x eljaU ht uetb 
in tilt BCtmtomti place ot It)? cijuicli, ciapcl, or 
cljanrcl, ciccpt it e[)iill be otticntuisc bctcrmineti 
hS tilt orDinors of tbc flatt. 3nl] t\}t f|)antdg 
9^aII irmain aa tfjeg iiaiie Oenr in limce (isflt. 

Diversity of practice having arisen from 
the different interpretations put upon the 
rubric in King Edward's first Prayer-book, 
which merely ordered, « the priest being in 
the quire, to hegln with a loud voice the 
Lord's Prayer;" in the second Prayer-book 
of that monarch it was changed for the fol- 
lowing : " The morning and evening prayer 
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shall be used in such places of the church, 
chapel, or chancel, and the minister shall 
turn him, as the people may best hear." But 

the discretionary power thus given to the 
officiating minister, causing much contention 
and diversity of practice, the present ruhric 
was introduced instead, at the accession of 
Queen Elizabeth; and, accordingly, the ser- 
vice was again, as formerly, read in the chan- 
ci'l or choir. In many churches, however, 
this regulation was found to militate against 
that object which King Edward's second 
Rubric had so specially in view, namely, 
*' that the people might best hear," by rea- 
son of the great length of many chancels, 
and the interposition, in some cases, of the 
steeple between the chancel and the body of 
the church ; so that by degrees the bishops 
allowed tiieir clergy to abandon their former 
practice, and to have desks or reading-pews * 
in the body of the church. " Which dispen- 
sation," says Whcatly, "begun at first by 
aome few ordinaries, and recommended by 
them to others, grew by degrees to be more 
" Reading-pew is the term recognised by the 
church. See rubric before Commination Service. 
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general, till at last it came to be an universal 
practice ; insomuch that the Convocation, in 
the beginning of King James the First's 
reign,' ordered that in every church there 
should be a convenient seat made for the 
minister to read service in. Canoa 82, And 
this being almost threescore years before the 
restoration of King Charles II., (at which 
time the last review of the Common Prayer 
was made,) it is very probable, that when 
they continued this rubric, they intended the 
desk or reading-pew * should be understood 
by " the accustomed place " for reading 
prayers. 

But as we are properly reminded by an- 
other eminent ritualist,-!- " '^ should be noted 
here that the power of ordinaries was limited 
and restrained to the reading ofmorning and 
evening prayer only : so that the commu- 
nion service was by this very law and order 

• And consequently in the rubric before the 
Communion, the worda, where morning and evening 
prayen are appointed to be said, ought to have been 
expunged after the place was transferred from the 
table to the reading-desk. Shepherd on the Liturgy, 
vol. ii. p. 167- 

iiahop Cosins apud Mant, Coram. Pr. p. Ixxi. 
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here reserved to the chancel ; neither 
any oniinary, liberty or power given him 
bring it, or give leave to have it brougbt. 
into the body of the church." 

The same necessity which led to the 
moval of the reading-place of morDing ami 
evening prayer, from the chancel to the boij 
of the church, haa also been comnKolf 
pleaded for violating the rubric, by readiq 
the communion service in the same plw 
•' Bui pray, let ub observe further," t^ 
Archdeacon Sharp, that where this necess^ 
for breaking through the rubric cannot bi 
pleaded by us ; that is, where this aertid 
" may be conveniently enough performed at 
the table itself" situated In the chancel; 
there will be no excuse for us for reading it 
in the desk ; as is but too commonly pra^ 
tised in our churches, contrary to the letter 
and plain meaning of the rubric."* 

It must be an extreme case indeed, which 
could justify a departure from those reguk- 
tiona to which we have solemnly and volun- 
tarily pi edged' ourselves to conform ; whereas, 
in the great majority of instances, the i 
' Sharp's RubcicB anJ Canons, p. 43. 
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\ est necessity cannot be pleaded, but the 
f violation of the rubric is as glaring and 

(unseemly as it is uncalled-for and gratuitous. 
The pariah churches are comparatively few 
in which the chancel is so long as to prevent 

j' the communion service from being read by 
" the priest standing at the north side of the 

' table," EO as to be heard by the congrega- 
tion, and those two great objects accom- 
plished, namely, that all things be done to 
edi&cation, as well as decently and in order. 
But the act itself may he regarded as 
highly instructive, on the authority of Bishop 
Mant, who in his notes on the Common 
Prayer-book, collected from our moat emi- 
nent divines, quotes Dr. Bisse'a opinion to 
the following effect: "Not but in all parish 
churches, as well as in quires, where it can 
be done with convenience to the congrega- 
tion, this service ought regularly to be said 
at the Lord's table ; a thing which Bishop 
Beveridge, that great saint and ornament of 
our Church, and great admirer and promoter 
of our liturgy, much desires and insists upon 
as useful to remind people that there ought 
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at least to be a sacrament, though tbereiit 
not, on every Sunday and holyday."* 

9nOtIi([{)Bn£(IssIialI rctnaEn as tilts ^atrtonii 
tfmra past. 

The chancel, so called from the ladi 
word cancelli, signi^ing the lattice-work 
screen which still remains in some churcheit 
dividing the eastern part, from the westc 
or body of the charch, — bo formed astose 
rate the one from the other, but not to 
tercept the sight. At the time of the Bit- 
formation, it was attempted by some It 
abolish these ancient divisions, on the ground 
less plea that they tended " only to iDagni^ 
the priesthood," whereas they ape far mott 
probably the remains of primitive ecclesias- 
tical usage. It cannot be difficult to tran 
the architectural arrangemeniB of our oH 
churches to their type in the Jewish temple, 
where the most holy place, the sanctuarj'. 
and the part of the temple without the firsl 
veil, would obriously suggest the origin of 

* Manfs Common Prayer, p. 326, 4to. Oifofdj 
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the altar inclosure, the chancel or choir, and 
the nave or body of the church; the first 
being appropriated to the officiating ministers, 
the second to the communicants, and the 
third to the general congregation. 



fl SnDjicrcitfstoIie nol'cti, tjbat giirfeomaintnts of 
t^j rf)utcb, anO ti)t minliUxi thereof, at nl! 
times of t])di mini dilation ii>a\i be rrtaineD ant) 
bt in use, as torre (n tltis Etiut(& of lEnglnnD 
is tie autboritg of ^acliamtnl in tt)e scconD 
Stat of tj^e rtfgit of Icting 3Elib)arD tf)f £fit(. 

This rubric is claaaed by Archdeacon 
Sharp among those which require to be un- 
derstood with limitations, and in proof of 
this opinion he states, that " there was one 
sentence left out at the Restoration, which 
would have explained it more fully. The 
words are these : According to the act of 
Parliament set in the beginning of the book." 
And these words will lead us to the proper 
limitations of this rubric. For if we look 
into the first Act of Uniformity by Queen 
Elizabeth, we shall find the words of this 
rubric taken verbatim from that act, and to 
only a part of a clause whereby the 
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Queen expressly reserved to herself a. po' 
of ordering both the ornaments of the chin 
and of the ministers thereof otherwise, here- 
after; which power she did afterwards ac- 
tually make use of, though not perhaps just 
1 the method prescribed in that act, yet so 
effectually, that our habits at the times of 

r ministration stand regulated by her 
junctions to this day, 

" The rubric, then, thus limited by t1 
Queen's ' Advertisements ' in 1564, and 
limited to the like sense by her canons in the 
year 1571, as likewise by the fifty-eighth 
canon of the year 1603, in the reign of her 
successor King James L, obliges the ministers 
of the church to the uso of no other oi 
ments but surplices and hoods agreeable 
their degrees,"* 

" Since, however, some ritualists are 
opinion that the rubric does not admit of 
foregoing limitation, but is to be understi 
as still prescribing the use of all the ancient 
ministerial habits enjoined by the first book 
of King Edward VI.;"t it may not 

• Sharp's Rubric anil Canona, p. 

f Bishop Mant, Com, Fr. Ixxii- 
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!. place to extract the original rubric aa it ap- 
. pearediu the English ritual, publi3hedLnl549. 
" And whensoever the bishop shall cele- 
brate the holy communion in the church, or 
execute any other public ministration, he 
shall have upon him, besides his rochette, a 
surplesa, or albe, and a cope or vestmente, 
and also his pastoral staffe in his hande, or 
else borne or holdcu by his chaplain. 

" Upon the day, and at the time appointed 
for the ministration of thu holy communion, 
the priest that shall execute the holy minis- 
try, shall put upon him the vesture appointed 
for that ministration ; that ia to say, a white 
' albe, plain, with a vestments or cope. And 
when there be many priests or deacons, then 
80 many shall be ready to help the priest ia 
the ministration, as shall be requisite, and 
shall have upon them likewise the vestures 
appointed for their ministry, that is to say, 
albes with tunicles. 

" Upon Wednesdays and Fridays, the Eng- 
lish Litany shall be said or sung in all places, 
after such form as is appointed by the 
King's majesty's injunctions. And though 
there be none to communicate with the priest, 
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yet these days (after the Litany ended) 
priest shall put upon him a pliun albe 
surpIesB, with a eope, and say all things 
the altar (appointed to be said at the eel 
hratioQ of the Lord's Supper) until after the 
oflFertory. 

" In the saying or singing of matins and 
evensong, baptizing and burying, the minis- 
ter in parigh churches, and chapels annexed 
to the same, shall use a surpless ; and in all 
cathedral churches and colleges, the archdea- 
cons, deans, provosts, masters, and prebend- 
aries, and fellows being graduates, may use 
in the quire, hesides their surplesses, such 
hoods as pertaineth to their several degrees, 
which they have taken in any university 
within this realm. But, in all other places, 
every minister shall be at liberty to use any 
Burpless or not." 

Thus we learn that the " ornaments" of 
nisters of the church referred to in our present 
rubric are, for the bishops, the rockette, the 
surplice or alb, the cope or vestment, and the 
pastoral staff'; for the inferior clergy, the 
priest and deacons, the white alb plain, with 
' From Palmer's Origines LiturgicKj vol, ii. p. 
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" From Palmer's Origines LiturgicKj vol, ii. p. 30B^^ 
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a vestment or cope, the tunicle, the surplice 
and the hood : but in the fifty-eighth canon 
we find mention of only the two latter, which 
are ordered to be worn by every minister, 
{being a graduate) saying the public prayers 
or ministering the sacraments, or other rites 
of the church. Such miaiBters aa are not 
graduates are authorized by the same canon 
"to wear upon their surpliceE, instead of 
hoods, some decent tippet of black, bo it be 
not silk." 

The rochet for bishops, and the surplice 
and hood, are the only " ornaments " specified 
by our present rubric and canons. The 
scarf is not mentioned in the rubric of the 
English ritual ; but as it is often used in the 
church during the performance of divine 
service, " I think," observes Mr, Palmer,* 
" it needs consideration in this place. The 
scarf is worn by bishops, with the rochette, 
and generally by dignitaries and prebendaries 
in cathedrals, and by chaplains. The scarf 
is not worn, because the person is a doctor, 
by whom in universities a scarf is used, for 
many persons who are not doctors wear it. 
I * Palmer's Origines LiturgiotE, vol. ii. p. 31C. 
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And therefore it seems to me more natm^ 
to refer this custom ta the ancient practice oi 
the church, according to which preabjMfi 
and bishops wear a scarf or stole, in the ad- 
mioigtratiun of the sacrament, and on Mine 
other occasions. The stole or oranum hs 
been used from the most primitive ages bj 
the christian clergy. 'Xlie stole, always eaSid 
apapiov by the Greeks, was a long soil 
which was fastened on one shoulder of di 
deacon's albe, and hung down before ai 
behind. The priest had it over \xA 
shoulders, and the two ends of it hung don 
in front." 

Such, then, are the "ornaments" of d» 
ministers of the church appointed hy autho- 
rity, or establishetl by custom. The blsek 
gown is properly not an ecclesiastical, but 
an academical habit, and the use of tli6 
square cap is confined to the universities, as 
a part of the dress, tliough it is carried in 
the hand by bishops, and by the other clergy 
in the universities and cathedrals. 

Nor let it be imagined that the vestments of 
the clergy are unimportant, though to be 
classed among things that are indifferent; 
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pi and, being ordained by man's authority, are 
^ alterable by the same power that appointed 
I them. The English church, acting with that 
I prudence and sound discretion which marks 
I her other corrections of the Papal corrup- 
I tions and abuses, retained, at the time of the 
Reformation, distinctive habits for the minis- 
ters of the sanctuary, simple " ornaments," 
seemly and significant, becoming their sacred 
ufGce, and emblematical of that *' innocency in 
which they should wash their hands when 
they go to the altar," and of that holiness of 
life and incorruptness of doctrine in which 
they should be ensamples and guides of the 
flock committed to their charge.' 

The " ornaments " of the church spoken 
of in this rubric, are not to be considered as 
mere decorations, according to the more 
modem acceptation of the word, but the 
things that are necesBary for the due adminis- 
tration of the word and sacraments in Christ's 

* Tb ere appears great propriety in (he custom, 
foUoweJ by eomi; clergymen, of wearing the sur. 
plice on the three great festivals of EasttT, UTiit. 
suntide, and Christmas, in the pulpit as wi^ll as in 

a reading.pew and at the ci 
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church, and for the seemly furnishing of the 
sanctuary of God. The pulpit-cloth, cusIuok, 
altar-palt, &c., are included under llus de- 
signation, and according to the rituslisc 
quoted by Bishop Mant, on this rubric, tw 
candlesticks with lights to be set on the aka, 
are to be classed among the omameiitsd 
the church. As this custom is now be^ 
ning to be revived in some churches, while I 
its propriety andexpediency arc questioned i); I 
many, and by others denounced as a retim I 
to Popish superstitions, it may be desiralile I 
to extract the whole passage : *' As to ihe 
ornaments of the church mentioned in tto 
rubrick, it may be observed, that amoni 
others then in use, there were 'two lights' 
injolned by the injunctions of King Edward 
VI., (which injunctions were also ratified 
by the Act of Uniformity that passed soon 
after the He formation,) to be set upon 
the altar as a significant ceremony to re- 
present the light which Christ's Gospel 
brought into the world. And this too was 
ordered by the very same injunction which 
prohibited all other lights and tapers, thai 
used to be superstitiously set before tiaagea 
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or shrines, &c. And these lighte, used time 
out of mind in the church, are still con- 
tinued in most, if not all cathedral and colle- 
giate churches and chapels, as often as divine 
service is performed by candlelight; and 
ought also by this rubric to be used in all 
parish churches and chapels at the same 
times." This, then, may he considered as 
one illustration of the principle on which 
some ceremonies are abolished and some re- 
tuued, as laid down in the introduction of 
the Common Prayer-book : " Other (cere- 
monies) there be, which, although they have 
been devised by man, yet itis thought good to 
reserve them still, as well as for a decent 
order in the church, {for the which they were 
first devised,) as because they pertain to edi- 
fication." That this was the object of the 
Fathers of the English church is clear from 
the palpable distinction they have drawn be- 
tween the tapers supers I itiously set before 
images and shrines, and those placed upon 
the Lord's table ; nor does it appear that the 
danger apprehended by some, from the re- 
vival of this custom, has been ever experi- 
enced from its continuance in cathedral and 
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collegiate churches and chapelsj during three 
centuries; a fact, which goes far to prove 
that the custom is at least harmless, and 
having been " at the first of godly intent and 
purpose devised," deserves due considera- 
tion, before it is lightly disregarded as obso- 
lete, or unhesitatingly condemned as super- 
stitious. 

The Order of Morning Prayer daily through- 
out the year. 

fatt^ffitgtmiinsoEmwningpiaBer, t&e mfnisitt 
eball xtati, toitfi n (out) lioitc, some one or moct 
of tite Sctfplurcfi tfint (olloia. 3lnl3 tftcn tir 
S&all gag tlwt tojbift) fs todttcn afttt tfec $atD 
flmtmice. 

Hence we learn the supreme reverence and 
esteem with which the church regards the re- 
vealed word of God, By commencing her 
public devotions with sentences taken from 
the sacred Scriptures, she inculcates the essen- 
tial neeefisity and the inestimable privilege of 
continual reference " to the law and the testi- 
mony" for guidance in every difficulty and 
perplexity, for consolation in all time of our 
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tribulation and dtstress. Hence also may we 
learn the incalculable value of a settled form 
of prayer. Should there be those who, from 
inadvertence or design, neglect to declare the 
whole counsel of God from the pulpit, or, by 
giving undue prominence to any portion of 
divine truth, make the heart of the righteous 
sad whom God hath not made sad, or strength, 
en the hands of the wicked that he should 
not turn from his wicked ways ; here, in the 
very forefront of her service-book, the church, 
faithful to her duty, catts upon the humble and 
contrite to bear what comfortable words the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ saith 
unto all that truly turn to him; at the same 
time that with equal plainness of speech she 
warns the self-righteous, the careless, and the 
ungodly, of the vanity of self-confidence and 
the peril of unrepented sin. By thus ap- 
pointing certain sentences of holy writ to be 
always used at the commencement of divine 
service, she at once secures uniformity of 
worship, and provides for the declaration of 
those fundamental truths of our most holy 
faith which she deems most suitable to this 
part of her public devotions ; whilst by pre- 
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Bentttig a considerable variety, she leases U 
" to the discretion of the officiating minister 
to apply such as he may judge best adapted 
to the spiritual ease of those whose welfare 
he ia appointed to consult-" "Indeed," as 
it has been observed with no less trutJi than 
beauty, " ihe venerable compilers of our litur- 
gy have vralked like skilful physicians in the 
garden of God ; finding it plentifully stored 
with medicines for the euro of spiritual dis- 
eases, they have collected a few of the most 
potent and useful. These are somewhat diffe- 
rent in their operation; but they are all cal- 
culated to produce the same effect, that is, to 
bring men to repentance."' 

These sentences are ordered to be read 
with a loud voice, so as to be heard by all 
the congregation. This most important ob- 
ject, the church studiously keeps in view ia 
all her liturgical institutions, in conformity 
to the plainest principles of Scripture, sound 
reason, and to the venerable usages of primi- 
tive times, before the craft of Rome had taken 
away the key of knowledge from the people. 
When it was held to be suflicient for the 
• Shepherd's Elucidation, vol. i. p. 6. 
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clergy to understand the language employed 
in public worship, it mattered little whether 
the words were muttered by the priest at the 
extremity of the church, or pronounced in the 
midst of the congregation ; but in the " rea- 
sonable service" to which our reformei-s re- 
turned from the corruptions of popery, it was 
wisely provided that the service should be 
" in the vulgar tongue," and should he read 
by the officiating Riinister in such a situation, 
and in such a tone of voice, that every man 
might hear in his own language the wonder- 
ful works of God. 

Much may be alleged in favour of a custom 
which now extensively prevails of singing the 
morning or evening hymn, or some other 
hymn or psalm before the service begins, for 
the purpose of allowing time for the congre- 
gation to take their seats. Such psalmody 
may be regarded as expedient in this point of 
view, or as a kind of introit on the entrance 
of the officiating minister ; but is not to be 
considered as part of the service, and may 
therefore be omitted at pleasure. In some 
places, one of the Sentences is occasionally 
sung by the choir instead of a psalm ; and 
1 2 
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when this has taken place, it has beenknovn 
that sometimes the clergyman has then 
thought it unneceBsary for him to read any of 
the sentenceB, and has proceeded directly id 
the exhortation. This doubtless has arieeo 
from not reflecting that he thus falls into 
the double error of allowing any other than 
the minister to perform this part of the ser- 
vice, and of permitting that to be sung, which 
is positively appointed to he read. If those 
sentences are ever sung, the clergyman, by re- 
peating the same or reading others, will cam- 
ply with the rubric, and show that he doea not 
regard the singing which has preceded them 
as any authorized part of divine service. 

In the last of these introductory sentences 
there appears to be a very unnecessary de- 
parture from uniformity, on the part of those 
who substitute the word "God" for "he." 
When we read "he is faithful and just to fK^ 
give U8 our sins," we need not fear that the 
most unlearned will fail to discover that God 
is "he" who is meant. Or if any should 
consider the antecedent so indispensable, it 
is easy by reading, before this last, one of the 
aeatenoBB in which the divine name is ax- 



APPEAL TO THE RUDEtlC. 



107 



pressed, to render it plain enough even for a 
wayfaring man, and thus any departure from 
the letter of Scripture, and of the fornm- 
laries of the church, will be avoided. 

The propriety of the next rubric, directing 
the minister and the congregation alike to 
fall low on their knees before the footstool of 
the Most High while they confess their sins, 
negligences, and ignorances before Him, is 
so obvious as scarcely to require any obser- 
vation. How fully is it calculated to prove 
that whatever official distinction there may 
be between the pastors of the church and 
their flocks, in the sight of God there is no 
difference : " As with the priest so with tlie 
people," all are frail, erring mortals ; all re- 
quire the same atonement, the same blood of 
sprinkling to purge their conscience from dead 
works, and to render their services accejitable 
in His presence, with whom they have to do. 
How significantly also does it remind both, 
that the absolution and remission of sins, pro- 
nounced immediately after by the priest alone, 
is not pronounced by one who arrogates to 
himself the power, which belongs to God only, 
of fi }rpiving sins ; but who, as one of his 
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ministers, hath received power and command- 
ment to declare and pronounce to His people, 
being penitent, the absolution and remiEsion 
of their sins. This is further confirmed bv 
the terms employed in the exbortation, »hiet 
forms the second part of tlie Absolution.fo^ 
roulary, — " wherefore let ua beseech him to 
grant ua true repentance" — a mode of expres- 
sion ivhich proves that whatever treasure tbe 
ministers of Christ and stewards of tbe mys- 
teries of God may possess, it is in eartlNB 
vessels, and that the excellency of tbe powtt 
is of God, and not of us. 

An unauthorized alteration of the words of 
the liturgy, similar to that in the introductoTf 
sentences already animadverted upon, maybe 
noticed here. " He pardonetb and absolvedi* 
is sometimes changed, without any authoritji 
(and it would certainly appear, without necM- 
sity,) for " God pardonetb and absolved' 
If the former be condemned as an anomalous 
construction, the latter is no correction of the 
grammatical anomaly ; and since no difficulty 
of apprehending the meaning can be alleged, 
the alteration seems to be no other than a 
gratuitous innovation. 
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f Z\)t people sbsll andtocr gerc, and at tlte ent of 
all otl)n (irnpcTs, Smcn. 

The word " prayfra" must be here taken 
to comprehend the various forms of worship 
in which Almighty God is addressed, though 
not strictly precatory. In thatilisgivings as 
well as in doxologies we are directed to ex- 
press our hearty assent, by the word amen, 
to all that has gone before, and in some in* 
stances the minister is directed to join in the 
use of this most expressive and momentous 
word. When it should be used by the minis- 
ter as well as by the people, is indicated by 
its being printed in roman letters, instead of 
italic, as at the end of the General Confession 
of the Lord's Prayer and ihe Doxology; whilst 
at the end of the Absolution, and of the pray- 
ers in general, it is left to the people alone, 
although this distinction is not sufficiently 
attended to, as it has become a very general 
custom for clergymen uniformly to omit ihe 
word Amen, as if its use had been exclusively 
appropriated to the congregation. The people 
too often, instead of echoing the devout lan- 
Wge of supplication, and the gladsome striuns 
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of thankBgiviDg, by an audible amen, b«tra)' an 
unseemly disregard for the express directions 
of the cburch, in this rubric, if not a cold in- 
difference to the services in which they me 
engaged. The whole teoor of the liturgy is 
abundantly calculated to inculcate that grand 
Scriptural doctrine with regard to all religious 
service, propounded by our blessed Lord, 
"God is a spirit, and they that worship him, 
must worship him in spirit and in truth, (JobD 
iv. 2-i.) But although we are thus taugbt 
that outward service apart from the faith of 
the heart is nothing worth, the construction 
of OUT form of prayer, no less than such ei- 
presa directions as that of this rubric, remind 
us, that whilst with the heart man believetb 
unto righteousness, with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation. (RoT/t. x. 10.) 
Where the heart feels the application of tbe 
prayers to its own case, and is following every 
petition, how joyfully will the tongue take 
advantage of the appointed response to give 
utterauce to the overflowiogs of the soul, — for 
"it is out of tbe abundance of the heart that 
the mouth speaketh." 



APPEAL TO THE RUBBl 



il Zim t!)c QtlnfMEr s!)all i-actl anD dag tjje XoiD's 
prance luitj) an aubiblt bofce ; tijf iifoplc aleo 
finccltng;, ant) repeating it toiiii f)tm, bolj) ^etc, 
anU tnbeiesocber dec it is useb in Uibinc dctbice. 

The posture of kneeling, as betokening 
that humility and reverence with which we 
should " make known our requests unto 
God," is so ancient and so universal, and 
comes recommended to us by the practice of 
the holiest servants* of the Most High, and 
of our Lord himself, {Sf, Luke xxii. 4!,) 
that it would seem to require no further argu- 
ment to insure its universal observance. Yet, 
in too many instances, the greater portion of 
the congregation will be found to be sitting, 
during the prayers, instead of kneeling, as 
thfl Church bo properly directs. In many 
cases this arises from the entire want of any 
provision for kneeling,+ in the arrangements of 

" Acts is. 10— XX. 36— Eph. iil. It. 

t It is a matter af sincere cotigratulation, that 
the Church Building Society requires that provigion 
shall be made for kneeling, in all churches where 
it inakeB grants in aid of erection or enlarge- 
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our churches; but where all means and appli- 
ances are provided, this most appropriate and 
becoming posture is loo commonly neglecWd 
by those, who cannot enter the eanctuaiytif 
God, without being reminded that it is thai 
duty to worship and fall down, and kneel b^ 
fore the Lord their Maker. True it is, that 
the groat object of spiritual devotion e«r 
should be the humbling of the heart before 
God, but he who "requireth truth in the in- 
ward parts, hath declared that at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven and things in earth, and things under 
the earth, whilst every tongue shall confes 
that he is Lord "to the glory of God the 
Father." {Phil, ii.) Hence, too, the pro- 
priety and fitness of the remaining direclions 
of the rubric, which instructs the minister. to 
say the Lord's Prayer with an audible voice, 
and requires the people to join with him. 
We not only pour out our hearts before God, 
but also confess with our tongue " that He h 
Lord" who commanded his disciples, when 
they pray, to use this comprehensive form of 
words ; and it should surely be the fixed reso- 
lution of every devout worshipper to obejsn 
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injunction scriptural tn principle and impor- 
tant in its object — instead of " refraining the 
lips," aa too many are accustomed to doj in 
this and other parts of the service expressly 
assigned to the congregation. Instead of 
uttering the prayers, as in the Romish church, 
in a language not understood by the people, 
or in such a tone as prevented their being 
heard, the minister is directed to say the 
Lord's Prayer, as well as other parts of the 
service, in an audible voice, so that all things 
may be done to edifying. 

The same observations will apply to the 
responses in general. The principle, as well 
as the names of those parts of the service are 
illustrated by the versicks which follow the 
Lord's Prayer. Tlie principle is, that every 
Christian, who as such, is a member of the 
royal priesthood, should take his allotted part 
in the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving ; 
and the manner is that of alternate recita- 
tion, as practised in the ancient Jewish 
church, as well as in the Christian, from the 
earliest times. Silent devotion, which is so 
proper in other parts of the service, is there- 
fore manifestly out of place here ; nor can 
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anything be more inconsistent witb tb^decb- 
ration in these versicles than the practice of 
a large portion of our congregations. Whet 
we pray that the Lord would open our lipiii 
order that our mouths may show fordi hit 
praise, we can scarcely be thought to gIhw 
the sincerity of our supplication by a eaU 
and apathetic silence. 

And should not we who minister in holj 
things, carefully watch over ourselves, lest nt 
lapse into a careless, hurried, or irreverent 
manner— lest we appear to be satfitig prayeri 
instead of praying with the spirit and undei^ 
standing also, — lest we chill the feeling of 
devotion instead of assisting to raise it Fv 
better Ib it that our discourses should be 
abridged, than that any part of the servie* 
should be performed so as to give occasion of 
triumph to the enemy, and of sorrow to tb* 
sincere worshipper, 

, f iQcrc all dtantiins up, tfir ftit%t »gall «ajr. 

The posture of standing is appropriate to 
praise, as that of kneeling is to prayer. Ills 
also accordant with ancient custom. WbeB| 
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at the dedication of Solomon's temple, the 
voice of praise and thanksgiving went up 
from the vast congregation assembled on that 
auspicious occaeion, all Israel stood; (2 Chron. 
vii. 6;) and aa it becometh well the just to be 
thankful, bo does it behove them to adopt 
that posture of the body which most appro- 
priately betokens the lifting up of the soul to 
God. By directing the doxology to be 
repealed by the minister and people here 
and at the conclusion of the psalms, &c., our 
church shows her veneration for the Lord, 
who commanded his servants to baptize in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy GhoBt, and preserves a perpetual me- 
morial of the fundamental and all-important 
doctrine of the holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, three jiersons and one God. It 
would appear that the doxology in this place 
should never be aung, as it is expressly 
directed that the priest shall say the first 
verse, and it must therefore be inferred, that 
the response by the people is also to be 
said. 
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f Ti)tn sf)M be satb or sung l^ts psalm folloli' I 
ing ; cncpt on lE^dtn: Wag, upon tvttt)) aiu^o I 
anthem ie BpfioinUU, mi on t^t nmttimiiJt | 

I of (\>(xs montl) ft id not to bt rraD fiat, itit li { 

w tilt orliinai;^ course of tb' ^PMlmtf. 

As the Psalms were origiaally composed 
for the express purpose of being sung la the 
public service of God, and as the rubric 
allows this ijivitatory psalm as well as ail the 
others to be said or sung at discretion ; tboee 
who prefer the latter mode are perfectly jus- 
tified in their choice, where this important 
and interesting part of the service can be so 
conducted with propriety and effect.* Other- 

I * Archdeacon Sharp remnrVs that there are do 
directions given in the rubric, whether this pgaln 
and other nimilar parta of the service should "be 
(lone by the priest or the people ; or if by both, 
whellier jointly or aUernalim," But it appears 
have escaped his notice that this omission 
been supplied in the Four Fonns of Prayer , 
National Occasions, where proper hymns a: 
pointeil instead of "Venite ;" and these are i 
presaly directed to be said " one verse by the 
' Me clerk and people," 
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wise the simpler method of reading is more 
desirable) being better adapted to the circum- 
stances of the majority of our congregations. 
But where the Psalma cannot be ctianted, 
the Te Deura and the other hymns between 
and after the lessons, as welt as the ninety- 
fifth Psalm, are often sung without difficulty, 
adding much to the beauty of the service, 
and, by relieving the minister, superseding any 
plea for the interpolation of a voluntary. 

^ Zfitn eiiall folloio t^t ^sahns in orDcr as t))(|i 
at( oppointtCi, 9nD at lijc tiiO of Ebrvi; ^galm 
liftougdout t\)t gear, aniJ Itbttolge at t&t triO 
o( ISmcbUiie )3enct)tclue, magnificat, ant) ISTiinc 
iSimtttiij, sball ^f xtytaUti, kc. 

That the Psalms of David are thus ap- 
pointed to form a conspicuous part of every 
day's service, is a proof of the heavenly 
wisdom which guided the fathers of the Eng- 
lish Church in their decisions, and of the 
scriptural character of that form of sound 
words in which we are taught to worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness. It formed a 
nncipal feature in the liturgy of the Jewish 
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church, of which our Lord was a member, 
and hi9 use of this invaluable portion of tfae 
Scriptures is the highest sanction which any 
church can receive for the perpetual reciu^ 
reace of them in the formularies of public 
devotion. " No part of the inspired volume 
is so replete with passages adapted to tlie 
worshipping of God in spirit and in truth, 
with fervent thanksgivingB and sublime as- 
criptions of praise." And it appears to have 
been the manual of the Son of God in the 
days of his flesh. He who had the Spirit 
not by measure, in whom were hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom an4 knowledge, and 
who spake as never man spake, yet chose to 
conclude his life, to solace himself in bis 
greatest agony, and at last to breathe out his 
soul in the psalmist's form of words, rather 
than his own. No tongue of man or angel, 
as Dr. Hammond justly observes, can convey 
a higher idea of any [book, and of their 
lieity who use it aright 

The order for repeating the doxoloj 
tfae end of every psalm, &c. has been alrea^^ 
adverted to.* It will only be necessary in 
• See page lis. 
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this place to remark that the dosology is 
directed to be repeated instead of being said, 
which fully, therefore, authorizes the cogtoin 
of singing or chanting it. after the Psalms, 
Sic, as adopted in some chnrches. Where 
the whole Psalms are chanted, the doxology 
will follow, in the same way, as a matter of 
coureo. 



^j Z\)(n d!)all tic xciA tii«t(nctlj), tplt^ an auOitiU 
boitc, tlie iFIrat Ecsflon tnltcn out of ll)e ®ID 
7(dtaincnt as Is af}fi>intt1s (n t))T raUnDar, cxtcpt 
lt)t^t be propti IrssoiiS asslgncli for tl)at Da^. ^i 
tbal Tcabrll] bo staubincj nnb lurnf nij Iiimstlf as tie 
masbfdllic jjcart) of alUticti asi arc jprcficnt. Anb 
after t^at filiall be saib or sung; in English, tile 
i)gmn (allrt Te Dcum Laudamus Oaile tfiroiigi)- 
oul tbt star, 



As llie reading and hearing of God's most 
holy word forms such a prominent feature in 
onr services, the most explicit directions are 
given in order that this important part of 
divine worship should be done to edification. 
The reasons which appear to have governed 
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the Aogl lean fathers, in the arrangement i:! 
the calendar with the table of lessons, hsff 
been already considered ; but having made an 
appropriate selection from the holy Scriptures, 
their next care was to guard agaiDst the read- 
iog of the appointed lessons in such a maoner 
SB might prevent their being distinctly heard 
by the whole congregation. The minister is 
directed to stand, according to the opinion o! 
eminent ritualists, from the example of ouf 
Lord when he stood up to read in the synS' 
goguG of Nazareth. He stands, also, as tlie 
minister of Christ and steward of the mys- 
teries of God, to proclaim the acceptable year 
of tbe Lord, as one having authority to speak 
not his own words, hut the words of turn 
that sent him. He can thus also be heard W 
more advantage, for which purpose be is also 
to turn himself, a direction which seems lo 
imply that on other occasions he looked an- 
other way. And, according to Bishop Sparrow, 
it was the ancient custom of the Church of 
England that the officiating minister, in all 
those parts of the service which were directed 
to the people, turned himself towards them, 
as in the Absolution, the Benediction, tbe 
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reading of the leesons, &c But in other 
parts, as prayers, confessions of faith, and of 
Bin, &c, he turned from the people ; and for 
that purpose, in many churches, the reading- 
pew had one desk for the Biblelooking towards 
the people to the hody of the church ; another 
for the Prayer-book, looking towards the east, 
or upper end of the chancel. Thus, we find 
there is ancient precedent for this custom, 
which has begun to be revived in our own 
times, although many coodetnn it as an un- 
authorized innovation, and although there 
appears much significant propriety in the 
distinction thug made betwenn that portion 
of the service addressed to God, and that di- 
rected to the people. But in this, whilBt we 
seek to bring back our ritual observances to 
ancient ecclesiastical order, let us not lose 
sight of the grand pervading principle of all 
our services, " that all things be done to edi- 
fying." It is much to be regretted that these 
important portions of the service should ever 
be read in such a languid and indistinct tone 
of voice, as to give the congregation reason 
to conclude that the minister deemed the 
8 of the desk comparatively unimpar- 
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tant, and that it was his bounden duty to 
reserve all his energies for the pulpit. 

^Xott, t6«t ftrtore tbtxs Etneon ttif miirfum 
Hfjall fiaSi B^>^ be^nneth such a chapter or 
verse of such a chapter of such a book ; ani) 
aftft t6ns EtBson, Here endeth the firet oi 

second Lesson. 

From Archdeacon Sharpe's animadversions 
on the prevailing departures from this rubric 
a century ago, we learn that even then it had 
grown into a custom to change the prescribed 
words for " The first iesaon appointed for this 
morning service." This affords an instance 
of want of uniformity without any grounds 
whatever, and having probably arisen at first 
from an affectation of novelty, the innovation 
grew into a custom for want of due consider- 
ation. Where the things in question are so 
clearly indifferent, as in the present case, 
there can be no pretest whatever beyond tnere 
caprice, for preferring an arbitrary selection 
to the authorized form of words. Here begin- 
neth and Here endeth. Sic. prescribed in this 
rubric. 
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The Hymn, Te Deum The Canticle, 
Benedictue, Sfc. 

The choice of the hymns after the lesBons 
is left to the discretion of the minister, and, 
after the first lesson, the former ib generally 
preferred, no leas for the scriptural beauty 
and sublimity of its language than for the 
fundamental doctrines which it contains. It 
IB also recommended to us as a sacred com- 
position of high antiquity in the church, and 
of general use in her public devotions at an 
early period of history ; but since our litur- 
gists have thought fit to appoint the canticle 
" Benedicite " to be used at discretion, as 
well as the majestic hymn, it is evident that 
they could not have intended it so entirely to 
supersede this canticle, as it too commonly 
does. That there are occasions on which the 
latter may be very appropriately chosen 
cannot be doubted, as when the lesson re- 
lates to the might, majesty, and goodness of 
God in his works of creation and providence, 
or, according to Bishop Sparrow, when the 
lesson is irom the Book of Daniel. At such 



124 APPEAL TO THE RUBRIC. I 

times there is the greatest propriety in calling 
upon all the works of the Lord to join, as it 
were with one voice, to swell the chorus of 
universal praise, to bless him and magnify 
him for ever, 

The Gloria Patri is appended to this can- 
ticle, but not to the Te Denm. Shepherd 
accounts for its omission with great appear- 
ance of probability, by remarking that 
the whole Te Deum itself is a doxology.* It 
should also he noted that Amen 
pended to it, although it is sometimes im] 
perly introduced at the conclusion, 
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f X^en sliall be tcati in li&c iiiann» tt)c 
Irsson taiicnautaf tjictKtio ^tstamcnt. 
after ttaltljt bfiinn tollotofng, atept tojmi lEiat 
iif)all isfftn to bt rcaD in t\ic tf)a|Jter for tfie 
Oas, or for llli Qoepel on St. John Baptist's Day. 

The second lesson from the New 'I'esta- 
ment is to be read in the same distinct man- 
ner, and with the same audible voice, as is 
enjoined for the first lesson. Thus does the 
church illustrate in her Liturgy the doctlifl 

• The hymn itself is an amplified doxolog] 
8hep. Elucid. vol. i. p. 199. 
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set forth id the Articles, She regards the 
Old Testament and the New with equal 
reverence, and places both parts of God's 
living oracles in the same place of honour; 
declaring that the Old Testament is not con- 
trary to the New, for, both in the Old and 
New Testament, everlasting life is offered to 
mankind by Christ, — and, by thus providing 
that both shall be read in tbe daily service 
throughout tbe year, duteously follows the 
apostles' example, " who have taught, as they 
themselves did learn, first the precepts of the 
law, and then the gospel: for what else is the 
law but the gospel foreshowed ; what other the 
gospel, but tbe law fulfilled?" 

With regard to the Benedictuaa^ndJuhilaie, 
itmayhe remarked, as above, that however ap- 
propriate the hundredth psalm may be, it 
should not be so far preferred as to supersede 
the inspired hymn taken from St. Luke's 
goepel. Independently of other considera- 
tions, when variety may be had consistently 
with authority and without innovation, it is 
desirable on its own account. It is obvious, 
also, that on many occasions when the lessons 
treat more especially of the mighty salvation 
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which God hath wrought out for his peopi* 
hy bis oniy-hegotten Sod, that the song of 
Zacharias will most suitably follow such por- 
tions of Scripture. By attention to these 
things, the ministeva of the sanctuary will 
most satisfactorily carry out, as far as pteii- 
ble, that pervading principle of our churrfi 
services— the harmonious adaptation of ite 
respective parts to each other, so that ibfv 
may mutually reflect light and beauty, aadh 
this symmetry and apposition promote si 
once the gracefulness and strength of ihf 
whole hturgical edifice. _ 

f Ztitn sfjall bt sung ot gaifi tl>t 9potMB 
<Sxttb &!! t\)t minfstf c anD people stanbing, ricipl 
onls »ucl) Dags as t&r <Sxte1) ot St. Athanasiiis 
i« appointcD to br rraU. 

It may be doubted whether the title Apos- 
tles' Creed is strictly applicable to this im- 
portant summary of christian faith, since we 
have no evidence that it was formally drawn 
up by the apostles themselves. The church, 
in her Eighth Article, with due caution de- 
ficribes it as that which is connmoQly called 



APPEAL TO THE RUBRIC. 127 

the Apostles' Creed ; nor shall we be sur- 
prised that it should have received that 
honourable appellation, when we consider 
its high antiquity and the apostolical doc- 
trines which it contains. The rubric directs 
that it shall be repeated by both minister and 
people, since the open confession of faith is 
equally tbe part of all the members of 
Christ's body, and that it shall be said stand- 
ing, to express the firmness of our belief in 
the fundamental articles it contains, as well 
as our Btedfast resolution to " contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints." 

H Snti aftir t^at ttitfie ptajici:!! follotuing, all 
bciitiiUlj! tuictlinQ : ti)e ministei firfil pronouii' 
(ing fait^ a louO tioitc, kt. 

Tbe propriety of these directions is so 
evident as to require no comment, further 
than to observe, that as the minister is 
directed to pconouuce this short but compre- 
hensive benediction in a loud voice, the 
response of the congregation, invoking in 
their turn the presence of the Lord on his 
behalf, should be audible and earnest^ indi- 
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^^^■atiog their cordial acquiescence in the pie- 
^^^pcribed form of invocation. Nor let it be 
^^H^eemed that every object Is answered bv a 
^^Bnncore though silent response. The ienen 
^^ ntterance of their suffrages by the people is 
calculated to operate in a most encouragini 
manner upon the heart of their minister, feel- 
ing, as he must, bo much more sensibly thu 
both are alike employed with one mouth te 
well aa with one mind, in glorifying tbeir God 
and Saviour, and in mutual supplications to 
the throne of grace for one another. It is 
probably on this principle that the Lord's 
Prayer in this place is thus directed to be re- 
peated. 

^Cbt mEnlstcr, tlci^s, anU gieopU jt^atl sa]i IJH 
UorO'S iprngct tDttl) a louO bol«. 

Here all are directed to kneel, by the rubric 
above, but by that which follows, the priestia 
to stand, as leading the devotions of the peo- 
ple, {then the priest standing up shall say, S^c. 1 
while they are to remain kneeling as before. 

51 Siicn s'&all folloto tijccc coUcttd ; tf)e first of 
tt)c Das, to^k^ i'^M bt tt)( sami as tfial appobitrt 
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at ifjetominunion; ttieseconti foi;j)ca»i tljci|}ti'I) 
foT ^att t3 Ubt lucll. SnD tjie ttoo lust lollcite 
sbail ntbct alUr, but bails 6e SafQ at monuns 
ptascr l))ious()aut tjjt stat aS (aUobcll), all 
ttn(cltnc[. 

It is the practice of Bome to name the col- 
lect for the day, but there U evidently no 
authority for such a custom; nor should 
there be the least neceseity for it, as every 
one with a Prayer-hook in his band has ample 
means of ascertaining what the particular 
aerrices are, in which he is about to engage. 
It should here be remarked, that two collects 
for the day may sometimes occur, as in 
Advent, Lent, kc, or even more, as when a 
saint's day falls on a Sunday in Lent, and as 
on Good Friday ; yet they are held to be still 
comprehended under the first collect, and 
are never to supersede the reading of the 
second and third, throughout the year, for 
which the importance of their subjects, 
" peace" and " grace," affords a sufficient rea- 
son. 

% In (|uitcs aiiD jilflces toltct? i&en sing, btct 
foKotDeij] t!)c aniittm. 
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This rubric in parish churches in gcDWil 
has been allowed to fall into diause, p^ob^ 
bly on account of the length of service when 
there is a communion service, and a ser- 
mon. — when also the interval before and 
after the communion appears more convenieo: 
for psalmody. But when there is no sennon. 
there appears no sufficient reason why sinj' 
ing llie praise of God should not take place, 
(not confining it literally to an anthem,) u 
here directed, and as is very generally prac- 
tised at the corresponding place, (a^erdit 
third collect) in the evening service. 

I If Z%t\\ tftfse fibe ptagers foKotoing art to It 
teaD ^ccc, accpt Inljcii tt)t Hitanj; is rraD : m 
t))ra onlg tjie ttno last air to br rraO as tltrs >" 
jilairU. 

The five prayers are: 1. F"or the King's 
Majesty. 2. For the Royal Family. 3. For 
the Clergy and People. 4, A Prayer of St. 
Chrysostora. 5. The Apostolic Benedictioa. 
The first three are not to be used when the 
Litany is read, because the same kind of peti' 
tions are there embodied, buttbe two latter, so 
admirably calculated to sum up every petition 
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L in which we may have before joined, and to 
I conclude our devotions, are with great pro- 
priety directed to be always used. 

i| The Order for Evening Prayer dail;/ through- 
, out the year. 

The similarity between the morning and 

erening services is so great, that the rubrics 

; for the most part are the same. We may 

I observe, however, that there is no invitatory 

psalm, but that there are two hymns after 

each lesson, of which the minister may use 

either at discretion, as in the morning service, 

' and that the same reasons alleged above for 

the occasional use of both in the morning, 

will apply with equal if not greater force to 

the evening service. 

It has been already remarked, that the 
English reformers reduced tlie numerous 
times of daily public prayer to two ; but the 
altered state of society, and the increase of 
population, especially in large towns, has led 
in many instances to the establishment of a 
third service. This practice is found to be 
highly beneficial, as it enables many to attend 
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the public worehip of God, who would other- 
wise be prevented altogether, and affords lo 
othere an opportunity of attending a seconii 
time. Tlie church should therefore be ego- 
sidered as being opened for a different congre- 
gation from that of the afternoon, and dit 
order for evening prayer should consequenti; 
be strictly followed. The alterations which 
are aome times made at the third service io 
the leaaonsj&careclearly unauthorized; andil 
some persons in the congregation have beei 
also present at the afternoon service, it wouH 
appear a very insufficient reason for departiDg 
from the appointed order, especially when io 
all probability the greater part of the congre- 
gation bad been absent in the afternoon, and 
would consider the third as their reguUi 
evening service, 

f i[Et))an Il)t»t (taBtft, Cbristmas Day, fee. 1 
br sung or eaib atnioinins fiajicr, insttaD of I 
SlpoetUs' CmD, lljf£ confession of out; ct)ri«ti 
fahfS. (ommonis callcO t\)t &tttn of St. Atl 
sius, fajj tbf mhiisicc anO proplf, atanbing. 
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The reasons alleged by our ritualists for 
the substitution of the Athanasian Creed in 
the place of the Apoatles\ on the feasts here 
enumerated, are obvious and conclusive. The 
explicit confession of the grand fundamental 
doctrines of the Trinity in Unity, is evi- 
dently most suitable on such festivals as that 
of the Nativity, Easter, Whitsunday, and on 
Trinity Sunday. It seems also intended that 
too great an interval should not elapse be- 
tween one repetition of it and another; ac- 
cordingly, by the present rubric, it is said 
once a month, at least, during the year. 
When such exact provisions are made, and 
such express directions given for the use of 
this creed, it surely argues little reflection or 
great presumption in those who venture to 
depart from the positive ordinance of the 
Church in a matter of such vital importance 
05 this. Yet it is to be feared there are 
some still remaining, though much fewer than 
in past years, of those who presume to set 
iheir private judgment in unseemly array 
against the authoritative voice of the 
Church, strengthened as it is by the usage 
of antiquity. Nor is it a sufficient apology 
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I for such a breach of order as this, to say 
that the Apostles' Creed is used, though 
the AthanasiaD be omitted ; the fact of i^ 
appointed substitution on some particoltf 
days, for the ordinary creed, is an obvious 
condemnatioQ of all such apologies, aaA 
should preclude their necessity by Indudag 
a strict conformity to the imperative and 
salutary prescriptions of the ritual in tlu 
momentous matter. 

With regard to the manner in which tlffl 
creed should be said or sung, we have no in- 
struction from the rubric Custom, howevff, 
appears to have decided that it should besud 
in the way of alternation by the minister ukI 
people ; whereas, analog)', according to the 
manner of reciting the other two creetts, 
would teach us that the whole should be said 
by the minister and people together. An 
additional reason fur such a practice may be 
found in the manner in which it is printed. 
It will be observed that the whole is in the 
Roman letters like the other creeds, and that 
the alternate verses are not printed in italic 
type, as is the case with the Litany, &c., where 
it is evident that the responses belong to tha 
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congregation. On the other hand, it may be 
alleged, that the Venite Exultemus and the 
whole Psalter are alsoprinted wholly in Roman 
letters, ahhough, when not sung, they are 
universally read in the alternate manner. 
Upon the whole, though custom is against 
the practice, it would appear more correct 
that this creed should be recited by the minis- 
ter and people together. 

1i ^ftt follotDctfi tijc ffiftanj! or ffitnerni SuppH- 
calton, to U sung or saiD after morning jiragcr 
upon ^ untinjid, SSlrtincstiass, anb dfrltajifi, anb 
at otijtt times to&in il sljall be tommanlirl] bj 
tije orDtnarji. 



It appears from this rubric, as well as 
from the testimony of our most eminent 
ritualists, that the Litany was originally in- 
tended to be a distinct service, literally after 
rooming prayer, — i. e. after an interval of 
time sufficient to allow the congregation to go 
to their homes, and return to church again 
for the Litany. But it will be readily seen 
how the inconvenience of this practice, espe- 
cially in country parishes, would lead to its 
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disuse, and to the sayiug^ of the Litany ai 
morning prayer instead of after. Nor doesit 
appear fitting, that a portion of the serrict, 
BO thoroughly imbued with the holiest spirit 
of devotion, — breathing the most aftrtinj 
Btraiua of piety, and embodying with tbosf 
fundamental doctrines upon whicb our bitl 
and hopes are built, every petition in wMch 
we can most suitably make our requesU 
known unto God, — should he omitted »< 
morning prayer — or used at a time wbai 
many might not retuni to take part in its fa- 
veut and most necessary supplications. The 
principle which pervades the whole of tiiit 
admirable composition is, the solemn trulb 
that we are miserable sinners, and as sudi 
stand in continual need both of his power U 
deliver us out of our troubles, and of hia 
mercy to pardon our sins — while, as tbecbit 
dren of a heavenly Father, we are prin- 
leged to call upon him for his preveudng and 
sustaining grace, as well as for the bouotiM 
of his providence, so that in due time vt 
may enjoy them. " Few are the tbli^ 
which a christian petitioner can have to ask 
of God, or to deprecate which he will notfiod 
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here expreased, and for the most part with 
inimitable tendernesa and Bimplicity;" the 
Litany, therefore, justly forma an important 
portion of our public service, not only on 
Sundays, but also on thoae days in the week, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, which have been 
long more particularly appropriated to peni- 
tence and humiliation. 

Some have thought, that aa there is no 
specific direction in this rubric for the posture 
in which the Litany should be aaid, we should 
consider it as included under the rubric which 
follows the Apostles' Creed, which directs 
that the "prayers following" ahould be aaid 
by "all devoutly kneeling." This, however, 
will scarcely be deemed probable, when it is 
considered that the Litany was, as above 
stated, originally intended for a distinct 
service. But if this rubric be allowed to ex- 
tend so far aa to the Litany, it can only apply 
to the congregation, and not to the minister, 
because, after the aforesaid direction has been 
given as to kneeling at the prayera, the priest 
is expreaaly ordered to stand, when he says 
the interlocutory sentences before the three 
collects, whilst the people kneel according to 
L 2 
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the former rubric, the latter making no alter- 
ation in their position. And this, as it ap- 
pears to me, affords a convincing argument 
from analogy, as to the posture in which the 
Litany sbould be sung or said, because these 
euffra^es form a kind of little Litany, and 
therefore, in the absence of any express rubric, 
the order for them may be taken as do unsafe 
indication of the proper course to be observed 
on a kindred occasion ; which, from the above 
considerations, would appear to be, that the 
minister should stand and tbe people kneel, 
on the same principle that tiie Lord's Prayer 
is so said in the Communion Service. 

A diversity of practice prevails as to the 
time of the responses in the former part of 
tbe Litany, In some places the clerk and 
people wait until the minister bas 6nished the 
entire sentence, "OGod tbe Father,'" 8u|^| 
just as they do in tbe remaining parts of tjj^H 
Litany ; whilst, in other places, the respont^H 
in these sentences is begun soon after, in the 
same way as tbe Lord's Prayer and Creeds 

Lare recited. And as tbe response in tbe fbli^^H 
Grst sentences of the Litany is an exact tf^^| 
petition of the invocation of the Persons'i^^l 
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the holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, it 
would appear more consistent with the gene- 
ral tenor of the Liturgy, for the people to 
follow the minister, than to wait until his 
sentence is finished before they begin the 
response. The same remarks will apply to 
the concluding responses, "Lord have 
mercy," &c., and the effect will be found, in 
practice, no less animating than it is in other 
parts of the service, or even more so when 
" we are led to a climax of devotion ending 
in the Lord's Prayer," 

It may here be observed, that there is no 
authority for inserting in the Litany, after the 
petition for " all sick persons," the sentence, 
"especialli/ those for whom our prayers are 
desired;" although it is a custom which very 
extensively prevails, and the words, with their 
accompanying rubric from the prayer for all 
sorts and conditions of men, have crept into 
some editions of the Common Prayer-book.* 



^ Zfttn tsj^all tfit prfcst anti t^e ptoplt biftg gin) 
SBf tJK SoiD'S l^Tajjcr. 

• For instance, Ihose hy the late John Reeves, 
King's printer, temp. Geo, III. 
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This prayer and the succeeding veraida 
beiog followed by the eibortation to the p». 
' pie, " Let us pray," would appear to favon 
the Tiew takeo above of the manner in whid 
the Litany should be said. Some litu^ 
think that this exhortation denotes the trans- 
tion from one form of prayer to another. It 
may do this, but it appears to do more,- 
to glance at the difTerent posture of body, « 
well as to the different form of our petitiou. 
It would appear that the priest having 
standing during the Litany, the Lonfi 
Prayer, and the Versicles, now calls upon the 
people to join him in a comprehensive colledi 
in which and in the following petitions h 
with the people continues kneeling until tbt 
Gloria Patri, when it may be inferred tbatbt 
rises again, stands during the doxology and 
the succeeding suflragea ; and then, at th( 
recurrence of the second exhortation, " Lei 
us pray," kneels, as well as the congregatioa, 
to the end of the whole Litany services. On 
this hypothesis, there appears a harmony 
and consistency running through this import- 
ant and affecting part of our public worship, 
as to the manner in which it is condi 
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which is not so obvious in the method usually 
followed. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings upon several 



% Zo ht useti i)c(»xt tjbe ttoo final ptasttiS of t\)t 
Eftans, 01 ot JSIoining anD UQciuuki ^cajin. 

How faithfully, in the appointment of these 
prayers and thanksgivings, does the Church 
discbarge that momentous branch of her duty 
upon earth, to stand forth as a perpetual wit- 
ness for the truth of God in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation ! These in- 
eetiniable forms of devotion record the un- 
varying testimony of our acknowledgment of 
God as the God of providence as well as 
of grace, the governor and administratorof the 
world which he created, as well as the Saviour 
of the church which he redeemed. Thereby 
we honour bim as the King of nations, as well 
as the Failier of his people, and express our 
belief that be does interpose, by his provi- 
dential dispensations, in punishing a guilty 
land, making it barren for the wickedness of 
them that dwell therein (P«. cvii. 34); and 
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in blessing a religious nation, so that tboi 
garners are full and plenteous wi^ ill 
manner of store; that there is no decay, 
no leading into captivity, and do complaiDing 
in their streets. {Ps. cxliv. 13, 14.) Therebj' 
we record our full persuasion that there is i 
God thatjudgeth the earth no less certmlji 
no less really, and no less practicalij, 
though leas manifestly, than when there wss 
open vision, — than when his presence went 
before his chosen nation in the pillar ofi 
cloud, and when the light of a divine Hanx 
by night was their rereward, (/«. Iviii. 8,) 
when the lighting down of the arm of the 
Lord was seen in the destruction of wieked 
and idolatrous nations, and in leading fact 
own people like a flock through the wildeme» 
Thus does the church honour the name of 
her Lord by a perpetual, practical acknow- 
ledgment of superintending providence and 
divine administration of the affairs of the 
world, in despite of the sneers, the rebuke, 
and the blasphemy of the sceptic, the iofidei 
the scoffer, and the half-hearted professor. Ai 
the Lord of the harvest, special prayers aod 
tbank^ivings are appointed to be offeredll 
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ii htm according to times and circumatances of 
I plenty or scarcity ; as " the Lord of life and 
I, death, and of all things to them pertaining, as 
. youth, strength, health, age, weakness, and 
I sickness," we flee to him in time of any cora- 
I mon plague or sickness, and praise him 
I when he is pleased in mercy to stop the visi- 
. tation, and to say to the destroying angel, " It 
I is enough, stay now thine hand." ( 2 Sam. 
sxiv. 16.) As the Lord of hosts, strong and 
mighty in battle, we beseech his succour and 
defence in time of war and tumults ; and 
again, as the God "who maketh wars to cease 
in all the earth, who breaketh the bow 
and nnappeth the spear in sunder, and burn- 
eth the chariots in the fire, [Ps. xlvi. 9,) we 
magnify his mercy, when he gives his people 
the blessing of peare from foes abroad, and 
"maketh men to be of one mind in an 
house," by allaying disorders at home. As 
the Wonderful, the Counsellor, we beseech 
him to teach our senators wisdom, and to 
direct the consultations of the sovereign and 
the parliament to the adoption of those mea- 
sures by which " peace and happiness, truth 
Mtd juBtice, religion and piety, may be esta- 
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bliehed among us for all generatioDS." To 
the divine head of the church, the great 
shepherd and bishop of souls, most properly 
are we instructed to pray for the hishops and 
pastors, at the four appointed seasons,* for 
the ordering of priests and deacons, and for 
those who are to be admitted to serve in the 
sacred ministry of tlie church. And lastly, 
among those occasional prayers, there is one 
which may be said after any of the former, 
containing a general supplication most suit- 
able to the broken and contrite spirit; with a 
most impressive form of supplication " for all 
sorts and conditions of men," to be used 
when the Litany is not said, and which in 

* It is deeply to be regtetlud that theue timely 
and beautiful prayers should ever be omitted, a» 
ihey too frequently are. This is a point surely, in 
which uniformity should be observed for every rea. 
son. As ordinations do not always now take place 
at the ember seasons, it has been thought espedi- 
ent by some clergymen to use the prayers on the 
day of ordination in the diocese where their church 
is situated, but though something may be alleged 
in favour of this practice, there appear more rea~ 
sons for strict conformity to the rubric than for 
departure from it in this case, as in most others. 
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substance may be regarded as a compeiidioue 
litany, so wide is the scope which its several 
petitions embrace. 

The " General Thanksgiving" is no less 
compendious and appropriate than the gene- 
ral supplication last mentioned, and, like that 
prayer, it is provided with a special reference 
to any particular mercy of restored health, or 
preservation, with which any of the congre- 
gation may have been blessed. And how 
much is it to be lamented that this excellent 
provision of the church should be so little 
regarded ! The poor of the flock in general 
gladly avail themselves of it, and to them, for 
the most part, is the use of it confined, as if 
others were exempt from the ailments of our 
fallen nature, and from the casualties of this 
mortal life, or as if the possession of this 
world's goods rendered it unnecessary for 
them either to pray for protection, or to 
praise for deliverance. But it is much to he 
feared that there are few who rightly under- 
Btand the privileges which belong to the com- 
munion of saints, or duly appreciate the im- 
portance of those claims which every indivi- 
dual member has upon the united supplica- 
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tions of the whole body of the church- A 
general perBuasion of the reality of tbos* 
privileges would unquestionably leadmaojlD 
desire the prayers of the congregation, vb 
never think of it now; nor should those "!» 
have partaken in the benefit of those prayer 
ever omit the corresponding duty of public 
tbaokagiving, though we are all more readj 
to cry like the nine Jews for deliverance from 
OUT maladies, than to return to thank (at 
merciful Giver, like the grateful SamaritaO' 
The special clause in the General Thanki- 
giving is sometimes used when women jre 
churched, but this appears supererogaloi^ 
after the reading of the appointed office tf 
Thanksgiving of women after childbirtbi 
which is complete in itself. 

The Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, to be tud 
throughout the year. 
In a matter so plain as this, there wouU 
appear little room for diversity of prac^K 
butthere are stillafew points in which difierent 
usages have prevailed, either from want of 
attention on the part of the minister, or from 
a deficiency of explicitness in the rubric. 
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The Collecis, as the word implies,* are for 
the most part a summary of the subject con- 
tained in the respective epistles and gospels, 
or refer to the principal matters commemo- 
rated by the several holydays of the church. 
The epistles are chiefly, though not exclu- 
sively, selected from the apostolic writings. 
In a few instances, a portion " for the epis- 
tle" ia chosen from the Acts, the Prophets, 
and tlie Apocalypse. t The gospels are uni- 
formly taken from the writings of the four 
evangelists, as their title implies. 

• The title of these prayera ia, however, by some 
trantd to another source. On the etjmology of the 
word collect. Shepherd has the following note. The 
meeting of Christians was called collecta, and the 
act of meeting colligere. Dies collects was the day 

of meeting In a comment found in many 

ancient copies of the Ordo Romanus, and published 
by Cassander, one question is, Collecta unde nuiicu- 
paturP The answer, Eo quod populus coUigitur in 
unum. Out countryman Alcuinus says, Precatio- 
nes a populi collfctione, colleclis appellari cceperunt. 
— Shepherd's Etucid. i. 264, note. 

f It may here he remarked, that in a matter which 
appears so plain and simple as to leave no room for 
mistake, and to afford no ground for variation, no 
little want of uniformity is still found to prevail. 
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*\ XoU, Ibat ttPf collrtt appotntcti fot H 
SunOag. or fot ang boIpOap tf)nt datl) i 
ot tbc, sdall be eaiti at tttt cbcning « 
brioif. 



We are tbuB admoDished to make theclos- f 
ing hours of the day preceding the sabbatli, 1 
especially, and of certain other bolydi^' I 
also, a time of preparation. The coUeetif I 



Thi 



rubric before the Nicene Creed exfittti I 
prescribes the terms in which the epistle and gupd I 
shall be announced bj tlie minister. Why theend I 
words should be ever departed from, when m «■ I 
Illicitly appointed, one is utterly at a loss to co 
ceive,— why we should say, " So, or ehut a 
epistle," instead of " here endeth the epistle,"- 
why we should merely say " the gospel" inilMil 
of " the holy gospel," seems dLfflcult to esplaio. 
If it be alleged that sucli innoTations are, BltersU< 
mere trifles, it is evideiit that the Father* of ow 
church did not think them too unimportant lolir 
worthy of consideration ; and the less importanl 
such things are, the more incumbent it is upon vi 
to submit our notions to the authority of our vene- 
rahle liturgists. 

• No vigils are appointed for fast days, for th» 
obvious reason, that the day itself; in one imporum 
point, partakes of the character of a vigil. 
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pointed to be used on the vigil, directs the 
, thoughta to the peculiar services of the 
approaching festival, and forms a suitable pre- 
lude to the solemn feast-day. Nor can any- 
thing be more desirable thau a timely remem- 
brance of the coming sabbath, nor any 
memento more appropriate than the introduc- 
tion of the proper collect for the festival, in 
the service of the preceding evening. And 
if, in many parishes, there are difficulties in 
the way of restoring tlte daily service, might 
not evening prayer, at least on Saturdays, 
Bnd on the eves of the })rincipal festivals, be 
resumed, in the hope that it might be a 
means, under the divine blessing, of with- 
drawing the thoughts of some, at least, from 
worldly occupations,* and perhaps from those 
vain and unhallowed pursuits in which too 
many "who profess and call themselves 
Christians," think proper to pass the closing 

* What can be more uucongeninl to the hours 
ioimediHtely preceding' the sabbuLh, than lale mar- 
kets, late shopkeepitig, late eiilertainments— and 
what more inconsistent with the services of the sue 
ceeding morning, than theatrical amusemeuts on 
SMturday night? 
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hours of the week, even if they do nottresiti 
upon those of the Lord's day itself. Cn 
they hope to be in the Spirit on the Larfi 
day, and expect to profit by the adminiit* 
tion of the word and sacramente, whose pn- 
paration for " worshipping the Lord in It* 
beauty of hoUoess" is do better thantiiEi 
Surely these things ought not so to be;-iw 
can we doubt that these are ainocg the ra- 
sons why so many are weak and sickly amouf 
U8, and so many sleep. (1 Cor. xi. 80.) Hn 
often, too, is Christmas-Eve epent in linbil- 
lowed mirth, excess of wine, reveUings, »ni 
such like, instead of in the due observanceoi 
the vigil, according to the wise and pious in- 
stitutions of the church 1 Services of lliii 
kind, singularly calculated as they are to 
herald in the gladsome solemnities of such 
festivals especially, as Christmas, Saster, and 
Whitsunday, — for those days are high days,— 
must be highly acceptable to every true ami 
coDsistcntdiscipleof the Lord Jesus, and may, 
by the divine blessing, he a means of recall- 
ing the careless and negligent to a sense o! 
their duty as professed members of tbe body 
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f One of the obstacles in the way of cotn- 
t plete rubrical uniformity, as it has been 
I already noticed) arises from rubric3 of doubt- 
I ful, if not of discrepant construction. When 
I this direction for tlie use of the collects is 
I compared with that in the Table of Vigils, 
&c., the difficulty of reconciling them in prac- 
tice will be obvious. This has necessarily 
led to diversity of practice, according as the 
clergy have deemed it right to separate the 
collect from the vigil, (which they must do if, 
when a holyday falls on Monday, they read 
its proper collect on Sunday evening,) or 
have thought proper to omit saying it "at the 
evening service before," rather than use any 
part of the vigil services out of their ap- 
pointed place. The latter seems the course 
most consistent with the general spirit of the 
rubric and liturgy at targe. 

It appears incorrect to use double collects, 
as is sometimes done on holydays, by reading 
the ordinary collect for the week, as well as 
that proper for the day. Wbere this is re- 
quired, an express direction is given, as below 
with regard to the Advent collects. 
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^ 3E!)(fl colUct is to fit Ttptattb etttg Oag tDitlj 
tlie ettitt iclUm in Stibnit until eC^mtnuit 



oitj) 



This rubric is perfectly clear, except with 
regard to the order in which the first Advent 
collect should be repeated. In the absence 
of explicit direction, we shall safely take ana- 
logy for our guide, on the principle already 
advanced ; and this analogy is supplied in the 
rubric for St, Stephen's day and for Ash Wed«- 
nesday, which will sufficiently authorize us, in' 
this and all similar cases, to use the collect for 
the day, iirst, as that for the second, third, or 
fourth Sunday in Advent — and afterwards the 
collect for the season, as the Advent Sum 
collect in the present instance. 

With regard to the Advent services, it mi 
be remarked, that the church, by the appoint' 
ment of preliminary services of this kind, in- 
tends to prepare the heart suitably, and 
impress the mind strongly, with the import- 
ance of those events which the approaching 
festival is designed to comraeraorate. Thus 
the nativity of our Lord is heralded by ser- 
vices which fix our attention on bis seconi 



the 
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advent or coming, of which the first is an 
emblem and a pledge ; and the repetition of 
the first of those collects, throughout the 
whole season, is eminently calculated to keep 
in remembrance the faith which defends, and 
the graces that adorn the christian soldier, 
now in the time of this mortal life, as well as 
the hope full of immortality which cheers 
him with its promised reward, when the Cap- 
tain of his salvation shall come again in his 
glorious majesty as a judge of quick and 
dead, and as the giver of crowns of glory 
" to all them that love hia appearing." 

If there were any doubt whether the words 
"until Christmas -Eve" are intended to in- 
clude that day or not, it would be removed by 
a reference to the aforegoing observations on 
vigil services. The collect for Christmas 
day should unquestionably supersede the 
Advent collect on the vigil of that festival. 
But with reference to the next rubric for the 
use of that collect after the Nativity, it would 
rather appear, by the somewhat different 
terms employed, that it was intended to be 
said on New Year's Eve, as well as on all the 
days previously. 



m 
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f Zitn shall folloto Ijjc toUttt of tjit Vililiq. I 

bdUt) fiijall bcSBiO continually unto Xtto Vta'i I 

L Sbe. 

*" The word "imto," instead of *' until," in I 
the preceding rubric, implies a difference <( I 
direction, which ia confirmed by the fact d* I 
the feast of the Circumcision (NewYesAl 
Day) has tio vigil, and therefore no colk I 
proper for New Year's Eve, to supersede iIk I 
ordinary collects for the day. 

ITiis conclusion derives further coofint 
tion from the next rubric, in reference ti 
collect, &c. for the Circumcision. 

H ffjjtsamt collctt, fptsilf, anS gospel, sliall 6f*l 
for cbctg taj after, unto t&e 'i=pt})|)ans. 

I The word " unto" ia again used, and n I 
above, the collect is to be continued on ibe J 
evening of the day preceding the Epiphan 
a feast which has no vigil. 

Jsh Wednesday, 
* f ffiflls rollttt (S 10 ic teaD rbtrg ©^ („ liU ] 
Biter tlie collect appointed fortl^rOaQ. 

From this rubric, as already observed, we I 
■e supplied by analogy with the place in which 
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all similar collects (i. e. coUectsfor the season) 
should be read, — after, and not preceding the 
collect for the day. Plain as this rubric ap- 
pears at first view,there is one point which still 
may be doubtful, and that is, whether Lent 
is to be considered as including Palm Sun- 
day, and consequently whether this collect is 
to be read when the forty'days, as some think, 
are completed," especially as it is called the 
Sunday next before Easter, and not the sixth 
Sunday in Lent. The collect for the day 
evidently also stamps the Paschal character 
which pervades all its services, distinguishing 
it from the preceding Sundays in Lent; and 
ihus seems to afford internal evidence that 
the church designed the thoughts of her mem- 
bers to be exclusively occupied with the 
solemn events commemorated by the services 
of Passion week and Easter. 

* Some esclude the Sundays from the calculatioo, 
being festivals ami not fast days, aiul therefore hold 
that Lent extends to Passion week ; yet read the 
Lent collect on the Sundays, which they exclude; 
but which the rubric desigtiatCB as in Lciit. 
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Easter Day. 
■ 



^ 



5 at iUomfng ^lasci, insieab of tfie psalm (0 
come let us &c.) Xiftit ant^rm$( sgad 6t SUBgii 
fait). 

No direction is here given as to the man. 
ner in which these passages* of Scripture 
shall be recited ; but since, in a great majority 
of churcheS) they are said and not simg, the 
cuBtom prevails of their being said alter- 
nately by the minister and people, like the 
" Venite," in place of which psalm it is sub- 
edtuted, as most appropriate to the solemni- 
tieB of this great festival of the Christian 
year. 

The twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
H If t|jfr« 6e nno morf ^unDajs tifftnrf ^t>brnt 
ieunHajj, tl)e gerbice of eoinc of tootle ^unttas* 
t^at bm omillrD atlci; X\)t l^pipj^ang s^all bl 
taicn in to suppli} aomansaaatc liFre t»antinc[; 
anD if tfieic be fcioer, VSa atier{ilus ma^ be 

■ They are coininonlj printed in verses, as taken 
I from the Bible ; but in Baskett's folio Frayer-boofc, 
' (London, 1745,) these sentences appear without^b 

tinctton of verees, as if intended to be read hf^ 

minister aloae. 



omittet) 1 prabibeb tfint tl)i4 last tolUtt, rptstlt, 
anO Qoefiel s^all altonj^ be uscQ on ttt SunDag 
neit brfou Sobcnt. 

We need not go beyond the language of 
the collect, epistle, and gospel, for a full ex- 
planation of their appointment, and for a. 
sufficient reason for their being fixed as the 
closing services of the ecclesiastical year, 
immediately preceding Advent ; and, as refer- 
ring to the coming of " the Lord our 
Righteousness," always to be used on the last 
Sunday after Trinity, whether it be the 
twenty-fifth or otherwise. With regard to 
this Sunday, there is no room for doubt on a 
point 80 clearly decided; but, with respect to 
the intercalary Sundays to be supplied from 
the Epiphany, much question has arisen, as 
well as consequent diversity of practice. 
Some have thought it right to recur to the 
Sundays of the Epiphany immediately follow- 
ing the last that had been read in the current 
year. Thus, if Easter had been early, and 
Epiphany consequently shortened to three 
Sundays, they would supply the deficiency 
after Trinity by reading the collect, &C., for 
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the fourth Sunday after Epiphany. Others 
prefer taking the sixlb, if one intercalary 
service is wanted, or the fifth and sixth, if two 
are required,— a practice most in accordance 
with the spirit of our ritual, since it brings 
into use services which otherwise would 
rarely occur, and, besides this, has the 
weighty recommendation of introducing, in 
the collect, epistle, and gospel for the sixth 
Sunday after Epiphany, subjects peculiarly 
adapted for the approaching Advent sea- 
son. The Epiphany lessons also, which are 
all from the prophet Isaiah, are highly appro- 
priate, although it may he doubted whether 
it would be correct on the twenty-sixth Sun- 
day after Trinity (although an Epiphany col- 
lect, Sec, must he used,) to read the accom- 
panying lessons, instead of those from t he 
Proverbs appointed for that day. ^H 



We shall not have proceeded thus far in our 
examination of the ritual of our church, with- 
out perceiving that the rules laid down for the 
guidance of the clergy and people are not 
mere arbitrary and unimportant forms, to be 
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observed or neglected at pleasure ; but wise 
and necessary regulations, to the observance 
of which we are pledged by solemn obliga- 
tiona, and from which therefore we may not 
lightly depart. Should the reception of the 
present portion of the work afibrd sufGcient 
encouragement to proceed with a review of 
the rubrics for the administration of the Holy 
Sacraments, and for the offices of Burial, 
Matrimony, &c., the like importance will be 
manifest in their ritual directions, as in those 
of the ordinary services, — the same mutual 
relationship to each other, and the same re- 
ference to a general and harmonious system 
of scriptural " decency " and apostolical 
"order" in the public worship of Almighty 
God. 
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